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18th June, 1985,

POLICE CONSTABLE TT OV“S BROPHY Sworn

E}(amined bV }".'-R. “fi’ALSH

Is vour name Thomas Brophy? - A. That 1s correct.

And in which Police Force do you serve? - A, T serve in the
Mersevside Police Force, »

Your rank? - 4. I am a Constable.
th June, & year ago, were vou, together with

o

dt

men from Merseyside, at the premises of the
in

¥
ic
Crgreave Co g Plant in Highfield Lane, Orgreave? - A, Yes

I was.
Bad you ever been there before? - A, No, never.
Have yvou been there since? - A, No.

So was the 1%th June, the only day that you ever spent at
that place? - A, Yes, it weas.

Were you a member of a P,S5.U0.? - A, Yes, I was,

Who was the O0fficer in command? - A, The Cfficer in command
my P.S5.U. was Inspector Bennett.

om which Police Station were you working at n

rseyside? - £, I was working at Garston Police Station,
1 T central Liverpool or on the outsxkirts? - 4, IT is ir
the southern divisicn of the Merseyside Police Force.

Dossthat mezsn it is in Liverpool or cn the outskirits? -~ A,
It is in Liverpool, It is a few miles from the city centre.

We have heard of other Police from Water Lane and Admiral

Street, do you follow? - A, Yes,

Are they in the same division or not? - A, Admiral
Street is in the same division zg Garston.

Rut Water Lane? - A, Is not.

ys)

fore you ever arrived at Orgreave, to what extent had vou
training with the pecple who formed ycur P.S.U. on the
h June? - A, I had had quite a substantial amount of
ining. At the time almost all the Merseyside Police
rce sent some people from each shift.of different Police
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Statlons on riot shield training, therefore, it was the samc
ceople who were sent to Orgreave at that time, and we had
been trained together.

Does that apply to all the people in your P.S.U.7 - £. The

pa jority of people.
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So does it follow that you knew most of the people in your
P.S.U.? - A, I knew all of the people in my P.S.U.

nd to give the Jury the picture, you say you have done
training with them before? - A. That is correct,

How freguently? - A, I hsve been seven or eight times,
Over & pericd of ....7 - A, Two or three years.

JUDGE COLES: Over a period of ....7

MR, WALSH: Two or three yesars:
Have vou had training in the use of long and short shields

r just cne or the other? - A, I had training in the use of
toth long and short shields.

o]

When you arrived at the site of the Orgreave Coking Plant,
did you know that that was where you were; had you beesn told
vou were going to Orgresve? - A, Yes, we had been told we

were going.
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think we xnow, you go in a number of veahicles? - 4,
iy

ind in the vehicles are the men of the P.3.U, and such
equipment as you tock with you? - A. There is a separate
venicle Tor the shields and other eguipment.

Are you able to tell us wnat egulpment there was taken by yo
in this other wvehicle? - A, Yes, The eguipment carried in
other vehicle consisted of long and short shields, and

shin pads.

Pause there, We know how many men there are in a P.5.U0.,

about how many shields of each description were there, do yo
xnow? - £, There were enough shields to equip each Cfficer
of the P,S.U, with a shield, although I cculd not say how

many long shields and how many short shields there were,

JUDGE COLES: Everyone would get a shield of some kind?
- A, That is correct, your Honour.

MR, WLLSHE: Do you remember approximately what time of
day it was when you got to Orgreave itself? - A, I cannot
give a time at 2ll., It was sometime in the early morning.

Obvicuely you have told us you came by vehicle? -~ A. That is
correct, yes.

Were vou put into any form of service or action immediately
or not? - &, No, not 1lmmediately,

¥Without going into detail, how did you spend the Tirst peric
of time then that you were there? - 4. The first peviod of
time, 1f I remember correctly, was stood wailting in a

car park with our vehicles.
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PDid a time come when you were given some Instructions to
do something other than that? - 4, Yeg, it did.

Doing the best you can, about how long had vou been weaiting
around in the car park by then? - A. It was estimated I

had been weilting perhaps a couple of hours, I could not
really say.

From whom did you receive your instructions? -~ A. I received
my instructions from the F.8.U. commander, Inspector Bennett

1

Vere vou able to see or hear where he got his instructions
from? - A, No, I was not,
Wnat wag the instruction, what were you to do? - A, We ware

instructed to form up benind lines of Police Gfficers that
vere situated on Highfield. Lane,

Do you know the various descriptions that have been used
for these premises, topside, boltomside, do you know those?
- 4, No, I am afraild I do not.

In reletion to the mazin gates at Orgreave, we know that the
road goes uphill with the main gates on your left, and then
evenizlly to a railway tridge. Now wheresbouts can you reme
was this line behind which you were asked to go? - A, The
line wes facing the railway brdge. I could not really say.
As I have se2id before it is the only time I have been %o
Orgreave, and I do not remember where the gates were,

When you vwere in the road did you see the gates at all? - 4,
N¥o. I cannot recollect seeing the gates,

When you left the car park to join the line, what were wyou
and your colleagues wearing? - A. We had donned shin pads
and were each carrying a shield.

Hzd you been - when I say you that is you and your colleague

in any form of active duty up to that moment? - A. At
Orgreave?

Yes? - A, No, not as I can recollect.

You go up and join the line you say? - A. That is correct.

oy

ust describe what you saw when you arrived at the place
where ¥ou went to? - A, There were guite 2 lot of Police
fficers. We approached them from their backs, and they wer

facing & large number of pickets.

How were the Police positioned; you say there were quite a
1ot? - A. The Police were positioned in a line across the
roagd in order to stop the pickets from reaching the coking
nlant.

Wes the line of Pclice one line thick or more? - 4, I think
it was more than one line thick.
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Q.

in order to try and help us es tc time - I know you cannoi,

as you say, give the time with a clock, but I wender if wou

can help us in another way. We are all aware that during

the course of {the morning & convoy of lorries went into the
corning plant, loceded up and later on came cut. How, do you

remember either of those occasions haprening? '
emember bolh occasions,

At the time when the lorries came up the road and went into
the ccking works, can you tell us where you were? - A, 1 Wes
in the car park.

S0 vou rad not gone into the line by
K g :

where wes

At The time the convoy left the coking T
1 cither in the

vor
]
- A, I am afreid I cannot remexsher, I was
car park or in the line at the time,

na’fi

You cannot be sure where you were at that point? - A, No, I
am afraid I cannot.

A11 right. Let us try and pursue things another wey. You g
up with your P.S.U., up tehind the line of Police stretching
across Highfield Lane? ~ A. That is correct.

We know, and you can refresgh yocur memory from the pheotograoph
in a minute if you like, that at the side of Highfield Lane
as you are looking up towards the bridge, on your 1eft there
is a field? - 4, Yes.

And a pavemeni running up on the left hand side of the road
between that and the field? - 4. Yes.

£nd in due course, a wall, that sort of thno, Did the Foli
line go just across the road or across the field as well?

- A, To the best of my recollection it just went across the
road.

A%t what point did you go behind the Police line? -~ A. I went
behind the Police line when missiles began to be thrown at
Police Officers who were already in the line.

Were you and your colleagues in the road, in the field, or
where? - A, Ve were in the road.

What could you see ahead of you? - A. I could see that the
road rose, and there was a hill, a bridge ghead of us, and
on the road a large number or lC&CLQU

Again, and if this is a difficult question for you to be
accurate about please say so, can you give any estimate as
to how far ahead the bridge was when you joined this line?
- A. No, I am afraid I co:ld not say.

Would you like to look at scme photographs? - A, Yes.

See if they assist you in any way, There is an album,
exhibit nine, that is either behind you or round the

oy .



)

2
Mo

television set in front of you, and I am not sure whnere it i:

JUDGE COLES: I think you might find 1t in front of
vou in the blue pack.

THD WITNESS: Yes,

M3. WALSH: Now, starting at number one, ve are loo o¥in
uphill. The main gate to the coking works is behind tThe
cameraman and to his left, and the car park is behind the
cameraman and to his right. Do you fellow? - A, No. We wer:
on a different car park.

m

Thank you for correcting me. Which car par:

-

ark were you on? -
We were on a car park behind this pnotograph and To the left
just inside the main entrance to the coking plant.

Kow, you see that scene, photograph number two 1s closer up
towards the bend, and you can see the bridge., PFPhotograph
three is into the bend, cleser to the bridge. Do you follow
-~ 4, Yes.

Photograph four, the bridge itself. Do any of the photograp
that I have just shown you, help you to tell us where the
Police line was which you &nd your colleaaues came up hehind’
- A, I 2m afraid I could not say with any certainty.

T agked you what you were wearing, and I think you said
ghields? - 4, Yes.

What other things were you wearing? - L, We were wearing
obvicusly our Police uniform, We had CETT
shields. We were wearing gloves an

Is Tthat protective helmet different Ircm Thée normal helmsl?
- A, Yes, it 1is,

That you wear on everyday business? - A, It is designed like
a crash helmet of a motor cycle.

Are you able to tell us at about what time of day it was
that you were called upon and vent behind the Police 1line?
- A, No, I could not say I am afraid.

Did you notice whether any other Police unit at any time 2ls
went up behind the Police line at abouft the same time as you
- A, I could not say if any did. If they did I did not noti

As your P.8.U. went up behind the Police line, can you tell
us in any way in wheat formation, if any, you wereP Ve now
that there are 20 men, two Sergeants and an Inspector. Were
you all in a line abreast line astern or ....? - A. We were
just in a group.

In a group? - A. Yes, no particular formation at all.
Does that mean, therefore, that scme of you were in front of

others? - A, Yes, that 1is correct°

-5 -
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Well novw, whnat did you do when you got up to the Police line
- A, The Police line in front of us opened and we all went
ahead of the existing Police line, &and ran at the pickets.

Were you &ble to see what the pickets were doing before the
Police line opened up and you ran at them? - A, Yes, they we;
throwing missiles at the Police line.

Just before I go on, you had got to this position from your
place at the car park which was in the coking works? - A.
That is correct, yes.

How did you get frem the car park to this place? ~ A, We ran.

Can you give us any indication of how far you had to run to
get to this place where the Police line was? - A. It was not
very fTar, certainly no further than a couple of hundred yard:

S0 no more than a cocuple of hundred yards from the car park
to tre place where you joined the Police line? - 4, That is
correct, Yyes,.

When you went forward thrcough the Police line, what was your
intention and purpose? - A, Our intention wss to try and pus!
the pickets further back from the line of Police Officers,
and stop them from throwing missiles,

Had vou been given any orders or instructicns by anyone that
thet was what you were to do? - A, Yes, that is what we had
peen told to do.

Who told you that? - 4, We were tTold to do that by our 2.5.U.
commander, Inspecter Bennett.

Again I as¥k you this beczuse 1t is somewhzat relevant, did yo
see from where or whom Mr. Bennett got his J.nst;ruc:tlons‘> - A,
No, I am afraid I did not.

Well, now, the Police line has opened up and you go forward?
- A. That 1s correct, yes.

How far forward did you go? - A. We ran about 40 or 50 yards
forward.

Wny that distance? - A, That is when we were told to stop.

By whom? -~ A, I am afraid I could not say, just a voice
shoutins fer us to stop,

JUDGE COLES: What did it sound through?
MR. WALSH: He said that is when a voice said to stop.

I thought you sazid sounded through somethi

JUDGE CCLES:
hat is when somebedy told us to stop.

-~ A, T said ¢

MX. WALSH: My learned friend has a note of''Voice shnouti:
for us to stop": '

-6 -
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Q.

As you emerged through the Police line that parted for you,
what could you sece ahead of you? - A, I could see the road
straight ahead of us, and a large number of pickets who were
turning and running away.

At the moment you emerged through the line, how far away
were the pickets at that particular moment, approximstely, if
you can help us? - A. Less than 100 yerds away, although I
could not be any clearer I am afraid.

So what happened during the %O yard dash that you made? - A,
The pickets turned and ran awvay.

£nd you stopped? - A. Yes, that is correct.

Then whaet happened following your stopping? - A. Wnen we
stoprned, the Police cordon then re-formed, the front row of
which was eguipped with long shields to protect themselves,

When you -say the Police cordon re-formed, are you talkin
the Police cordon through whom you had run? - A, Yes, th
correct.

Where did they re-form in relation to the L0 yard position
that you have said? - 4. They re-formed approximetely where -
had stopred.

You say long shields were put in front of the Police line? -
That is correct.

—t

now, when the Police cordo
P

qb where &are you now? -

I

]-1_-, iw.l

el
in
What happened next? - 4, We were then told sgain to charge
the pickets in order to move then furiher bac

Having got back behing the re~formed corden, could you see
what was happening ahead to make it necessary for there to b:
a second operation? - A, Yes. The pickets who had previousl:
run away had now returned and were throwing missiles at the
Police Cfficers.

Who gave you your orders on this second cccasion? - A, I coul
not say who gave us orders.

Does thet mean it was someone different from Inspector RBenne®
or vou -just cannot remember who it was? - A, It could have
been Inspector Bennett, I am afraid I do not remember.

Again, are you still on the road at this point? - 4. Yes, I
was still on the road.

When you were given the order to do this & second time, what
happened? - A, We again charged up the road, and the pickets
turned and ran,

As you were going up the road, did something haprea to you?

- 7 -
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- 4., Yes. Ag we started to run, I saw in particular one of
the pickets continue to throw missiles at us.

What did you see him do? - A. As we broke through the line o
Police Officers that were in front of us, he, along with the
other pickets, turned and started to run away. He then fell
over, end I was able tc arrest him.

I am sorry, my fault. What I meant to ask you was to elabor
on what you said in the previous sentence when you saw one
of them throw missiles. Do you follow? - A, Yes, I saw tha
one of them was standing up and facing the line of Police
Officers.

Just take it in stages. He was stood up throwing missiles
towards the Police Officers? ~ 4, He had in one of his hands
what T believe were stones, and he threw these at the Folice
Officers.

JUDSE COLES: In one of his hands? - A, Yes.

MR, WALSH: Did you see where he got them from? - 4. Ko
I did not, I am afraid, no.

Abcut now far away from him were you when you saw that? - 4.
Wnen I first saw him throwing the missiles he was probably
about 25 yards away.

Now, you have used missiles in the plural. Can you give us
any idea of the numbers you are talking about? - 4. Two or
three.

JUDGE COLES: Thet is stoneg in his hand, not stones he
threw? -~ A, They are the stcnes that he threw.

MR, WALSH: I am sorry if you think this is over precise
but when he threw two or three do you mean all at once or
sepaerately? - A. One after another,

And that was when you were about 25 yards away? - A, That is
correct, yes.

On seeing that what did you do? - A. We then charged up the
line of pickets, and when I was about 15 yards from this mal
he turned and began to run away.

What was he doing, if you can remember, in the interval
Letween what you saw at 25 yards away, and what you saw at
15 vards away? - A. During the interval in which I was runnii
towards him he threw a missile,

Did you see where he got that from? ~ 4. He got that from hi
other hand.

+

Right. At 15 yards away you say he turned and began to run?
- A, That 1s correct, Yyes.

4nd then what happened? - A. He stumbled and fell.

-8 .
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What did you do? - A. I was then able tocaztch him and arrest
him.

on the

When you caught him and arrested him was he u t,
4 not head

prig
ground, or what? - A. He was on the ground. He b
time to get up yet.

h

How was he on the ground, lying, kneeling, sitting? ~ A. He
was scrambling to get up.

When you got to him were you alone or with anybody? - A, Dur
most of the time I remained close to a friend of mine. I
was with Constable Moore alsc of the Mersevside Police Force

JUDGE COLES: Is tnat the friend? - A, Yes.

MR, WALSH: And you were with him when wnat? - A, 1 w&s
with Constable Moore when I arrested the man.

Do you remember what you said to the man when you arrested
nim? - A. Yes. I told him he was being arrested for taking
part in an unlawful assembly.

Did he make any reply? - A. Yes. He said, "Okay, Ckay, take
it easy, I didn't hit anyone”,

Was thig a man that you knew or gver having come &Cross
before? - A, No. I had never seen him before.

Did you take him somewhere? - 4., Yes. I took him to a charg
office they had near to the coxing plant,

ind 4id you &t some point discover what his name was? - A,
Yes, I di'j.o

When, where, and how? - A, I discovered his name when he was
agked for his details by the Sergeant.

At the place to which you had taken him? - A. That is correc
yes.

And what was his name? - A. His surname was Moreland.

When vou went to this place to hand him over to the Sergeant
did you and he have your photograph taken standing together?
- A, Yes, we did.

Conlsd vou just identify - obviously the brilllance of the
cameraman is such that half the face of the arrested perscn
does not appear on the photograph. Is that the photograpn
of you and the man you have arrested in the way that you
have told us about? - A. Yes, that is.

JUDGE COLES: It is polaroid. He could have taken
another one,

MR, WALSH: Yes. I suppcse he tcok the view there was
enough. There 1s a ncse and one eye.

- 9 -



JUDGE COLES: I do not think I am prepared to hazard a
guess of which accused it is.

Q. MR. WALSH: However, you have told us he mentioned fis
name when arrested., Do you know the Sergeant to whom you
handed him over? - A. No, I do not know him.

M=S. RAIRD: Could the Jury be shown the photograph.

JUDGE COLES: Yes. For what it is worth, members of the
Jury, have a look. -

VR, WALSH: I was not going to deprive them of the fun.
Q. JUDGE COLES: Quite a good photograph of you? -~ A. I
thought it was quite poor actually, your Honour, very very
disappointed with it.
Q. MR. WALSH: Does not do you justice? -~ A, Hot really.
Q. Following the photograph, and the handing of this ma&n over

to the Sergeant, did you have any more to do with the
defendant? - A, Yes. I later placed him in a van.

2, Was thzt upon instruction from somebody? - 4. Yes. I was to
to put him there.

Q. You were told to do that. Then what did you do? - A. I then
returned to my P.S5.U.

You returned to your P.S5.U.? - A. That is correct, yes.

L3
.

. At some point did you make a statement? - A, Yes, I apologis
T made a statement before returning to the P.S.U.

i)

Q. Where was it that you made the statement? - A. I made the
statement in the same building that I had originally taken t
accused,in an upstalrs room.

Q. I should have asked you this. You have told us that you wer
=t the time of the arrest, with your colleague and friend
Constable Moore. What dié he do when you took the defendant
down to the Police Station? - A. He accompanied me down to t
Police Station. When I had had my photograph taken, and
Moreland had been taken to the Sergeant, Constable Moore
then returned to the Police line in case he was needed.

¢. Do you remember where Mr., Moore was when you made your
statement? - A, He was not with me,

Q. Having made your statement, what did you do? - A. I took it
to <how Police Constable Moore.

Q. You took it to show Moore? - 4. Yes, if I remember rightly
I did.

Q. Where was that? - A, He was at this time back in the car pa:

- 10 -




Why did you take it to show to Moore? - A. As I have said
before, Constable Moore was with me when 1 arrested Moreland.
and he returned tc the Police cordon before he had made a
statement. I, therefore, tock my statement to show to
Constable Mocore. He agreed with what I had written. He ther
signed 1it.

The taking of the statement to show it fo Mr. Moore, was thatl
your idea or had somebody suggested it to you, or what? - A,
No., I took it,

JUDGE CCLES: It was your idea, was it? - A, Yes.

MR, WALSH: Your Honour, I wonder if I might have a lock.
I do not know if somebody has got thig Officer's statement:

Mr, Brophy, I wonder if you could identify this. It is somet
obviously we have not got on our typed copies. First of all
would you look at it and say if it 1s your statement? - A.
Yes, 1t 1is.

Do we see Constable Moore's signature on 1t? - A, Yes.
Perhaps you would just point it out. Is it in one place or

more than one place? - A. It is in more than one place. It :
below each of my signstures.,

. And the other thing is,if vou look you will see that the dat«

appears to say the 19th June? - A. Yes. It is obviously my
eTTor, '

MR. WALSH: Your Honour, that concludes my examination i
chief, I think.

JUDGE COLES: I will not ask Mrs. Balrd to cross-examine
this evening. Quarter past. ten tomorrow morning.
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