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1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the
House of Commons during the following week.

2. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the United States
ind Italian contingents to the Multinational Force (MNF) in the Lebanon
e in process of being withdrawn. The situation on the ground was
tively calm, although there had been some recent fighting in the
and an Israeli show of strength in southern Lebanon which

d air attacks on Palestinian positions. He had expressed the
jngdom Government's concern about the Israeli action to the
reign Minister, Mr Shamir, in Brussels earlier that week.

n efforts to promote a peaceful settlement continued, and
jadications that Syria wanted to avoid the situation in the
Tiorating into total civil war. At the United Nations
continued with a view to replacing the MNF with a

United Nations force. The prospect was for a disorderly situation
continuing in the Lebanon for the foreseeable future with some
POssibility of a-gi¥er role for the United Nations International Force
in Lebanon as a Wit of sustained diplomatic effort. But no

United Nations
Could not impose i
troops might therefd

aye to wailt until some agreement had been
Teached between the pa 4 &a to the conflict. Meanwhile an officer of
the British contingent 55?&& tending meetings of the MNF Co-ordinating

Group and the United King&E1f ontinued formally to be a contributor to
the MNF. o

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR D confirmed that the British contingent
Temained technically part of kRe . The Royal Fleet Auxiliary Reliant
Was temporarily in Cyprus but ortly be returning to her station
Off the Lebanese coast with 50 t¥e6p®\on board. An important part of

er task was to keep in touch with¢f€r Majesty's Embassy at Beirut.

She was alert to the risk of possib uicide attack by terrorists and
all possible precautions were being There was no way of
8uaranteeing her against such a threat unless there was a dramatic
deterioration in the situation in the G f, British forces in or off
t:e-Lebanon did not seem likely to become’prime targets for terrorist
dttack.

Tanian territory held by Iraq since 1980 and inter® g one of the
Main Basra/Baghdad roads. The scale of the attack,
€Xpected for a long time, was difficult to determine
Claims of the two sides, but the pattern appeared to be &HRIAXR
One of initial Iranian gains of territory followed by stiﬁi!b Iraqi
OPposition. The efforts at mediation undertaken by the Se ; General
°f the United Nations had been stopped in their tracks by t
Offensive, and there was no prospect of early action at the
'O promote a settlement. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office w
close touch with the United States authorities about the situati

oD,
1 s
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(::) the Gulf, and contingency plans for keeping open the Straits of Hormuz
in the event of an Iranian attempt at closure were under constant
review., Press speculation about warship movements in the Gulf by

<j§§§5 both the United States and United Kingdom was inaccurate as were

ijp reports about the supply of British arms to Iran. The Government

continued to maintain a policy of strict neutrality as between Iran
and Iraq, supplying no lethal arms to either side. Decisions had,
ever, been taken to release to Iran certain items of non-lethal
ipment for which contracts had been concluded before the war broke
including MV Kharg and two other Yarrow ships. There was,
, no truth in press reports that British engines were being
Eagﬁg for Iranian military aircraft.

THE Y OF STATE FOR DEFENCE said that one Royal Navy ship of
the A apatrol was heading for Diego Garcia and another for the
Gulf, b 6n normal routine patrols. While close consultation with

the Amerian authorities over contingency plans was desirable, it would
be important to consider the implications very carefully, not least
for the safety of our forces, before any decisions were taken on whether
OT not to assocj United Kingdom naval or other units with possible
- Mllitary actiodﬁé?ﬁ}he United States to re-open the Straits of Hormuz.

THE SECRETARY OF '- @

of the Straits of

OR ENERGY said that the effect of a closure

on oil supplies would depend on how long the
closure lasted. An ;ﬁ; ption of some weeks in oil supplies from the
Gulf would be containaPfe{\provided that the other member countries of
the Organisation of Petrols
lncrease their supplies.
m°¥& profitable to meet th
Malntaining scarcity. The U
01l reserves which might be

akailable. Total closure of the Gulf
r>cent of the world's oil supply.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the/d ssion, noted that both the
Mlitary and political consideratio 4’§ ecting possible British
Military involvement in the Gulf in ﬁi;;?iation with the United States
Would need to be very carefully weighe®, “Meanwhile it was of great
lmportance that contingency plans shouXKbe continuously reviewed and
al} possible measures taken to contain the threat to Western interests
Which the Gulf war represented.

The Cabinet - @

1 Took note.

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY drew attention“f
trilateral meeting in Lusaka on 16 February between the d States
South Africa and Angola which had established machinery i
S°9th African disengagement from Angola. This was a signl
t“ﬂuéﬁt ¥hich could foreshadow movement towards a settlement of thé
mtaz°ns, Problem, provided that some agreement could be reached on th
South African and American requirement for the withdrawal of C

troops from Angola.
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:) THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that some 500 British
2 lorry drivers were marooned with their vehicles in France as a result

of the blockading of roads by French lorry drivers as part of their
industrial action against the French Government. Her Majesty's Embassy
at Paris and the British Consulate-General at Lyons were giving as much
<§;> Practical assistance as was possible to the stranded British drivers.
He had summoned the French Ambassador the previous day to express the
Government's concern at the situation. The question of compensation
had also been raised. Similar representations were being made that
day in Paris by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Foreign and
CO@monwealth Office, (Mr Whitney). Reports of harassment of British
rivers by French police were being investigated.

PRIME MINISTER, summing up & short discussion, said it was important

t_the Government and Her Majesty's Embassy at Paris should be
Hﬁﬁ;ﬁkly seen to be taking action to help the stranded drivers, to keep
t

, iéiﬁbplied with food and clothing, and where necessary to make loans

! avai{able to cover their immediate financial needs. There was an
evideat risk that the French lorry drivers' technique of blockading

the roads might be imitated in the course of future industrial or other

disputes in the United Kingdom; and it would be helpful if the

i Civil Contgs cies Unit (CCU) could examine the implications, and

| Consider a which the risk might be averted, and measures which

' might be ta limit the use and effectiveness of such techniques
10 the United dom. .

: ' 2. Invited th
B send instructio @ er Majesty's Embassy at Paris in
: the sense indicated’} he Prime Minister.
3. Invited the Homd retary to set in hand a study

by the. Civil Contingé nit of the implications of
the French lorry drive ion, of the ways in which

i the risk of similar acti only by lorry drivers)
T in this country might be , and if measures which

might be taken to limit thé and effectiveness of
such techniques in the United/Kfmgdom.
b
Iiikland
&n
ds EHE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said-that a reply had now
Qh&“o €en received from the Argentine Foreign ucni-'er to the British
-Rﬁfereus iropOSal for bilateral talks on the norma arjnR of relations. The
%m&ane Teentines agreed on the need for bilateral ({onfacts on normalisation,
ﬁaqns§th Sut clgarly saw these as designed to lead to W ations on
“WUQ ;°“5’ Svereignty, They accepted that sovereignty s be omitted from

€ agenda for the preliminary talks, but would W&
A © lifting of the Falkland Islands Protection Zo¥é ‘ema
€ construction of the airfield. At first sight it zpfe

i : . : Zph -?ed that

bUte,Progress might be possible on the basis o_f the @ ne reply,.

o 1t would be necessary to consider all the issues razf€d\n relaFlon

A One another. He would be bringing forward pr0posals<:?% gllective
NSlderation by the Defence and Oversea Policy Committee’4

The Cabinet -

Took note. :
Sk (
U

&.
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ey THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY reported that at the
info

rmal meeting of Foreign Ministers on 18-19 February there had been
Progress in the discussion on the need for better budgetary discipline
N the Community. Some member states, which had not been willing in

€ Past to contemplate strict measures, were now prepared to consider
STRges in the budgetary procedures or Treaty amendment. He was not
ﬂéap!EfUI of a solution. On the correction of the budget inequity

v seemed to be a reasonable prospect of agreement on duration:
in the budgetary system should last as long as any increase
unity's own resources. There had been some movement of

e Germans. There had, however, been no substantive
figures. On the difficult agricultural questions,
the proposals on milk, Ireland, Italy and Greece had
Tepeated tRRir requests for exemptions and there had been no agreement.
€re were Some indications, however, of a greater willingness within
the Community to accept that the proposed super levy on milk should
#PPly to quantiti in excess of 97.2 million tonnes. The effect of
SUch a measure ofyda) y farmers, including those in the United Kingdom,
Yould be hard and\ByE—olitical difficulties should not be underrated.
The forma) meeting .0, ¢ Council of Ministers (Foreign Affairs) on
20-21 February had tukz

983 refund. He had
man to write formally to the European
pentary Opinion on the regulations
refunds, so that these regulations
Ministers at its meeting on

jved a reply from the President of

t £42 million which was in dispute
he agreement on the 1982 refund.
e dealt with as a political
future financing of the

€ Commission about the sum o
Under the risk-sharing provisio
18 indicated that the question
duestion in the wider negotiation

Community in March.

: =

Bge
bt Slop . < :

Spas

ta (UF FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa¥¥ that the Council of Ministers

?%ia °Teign Affairs) on 20-21 February had reached agreement on the
,ﬁe“us dtement of the Community's position on agriculgure, which had been
§Q2n°e= Olding up the accession negotiations with Spa%gifﬁyhis statement had

Bgp,  Dow b

b Ly €en presented to Spain.
LT ;ons, @

Mang 31{3 FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY reported that agre
ached in the Council of Ministers (Foreign Affairs) on 202¥®bruary

on tj ; .
CE the terms for Greenland's withdrawal from the Community aRy &
Ntinued fishing opportunities for the Community in Greenland exRS
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Payment of 26.5 million ecu a year, which was less than Greenland was
NOW receiving. There would be no aid from the European Development

cz?;>i In return for the fishing opportunities the Community would make a

sson, the extent to which it might be possible to avoid the
misuse of resources in some exports to countries which

ance their purchases on commercial terms. Madame Cresson
had als Gl
lmprovin Community's internal market and greater powers for the

plain that the French maintained their link between
Commissio£§§§>act in trade disputes with third countries.

The Cabinet -

: Took note. @
F‘TT‘t‘CR oN g @

{&igﬁﬂ OF . ?he Cabinet noted W, uch concern the incident in Northumbria the
04, AL Previous day, in which t irman of the National Coal Board,
S04rp Mr Tan MacGrégor, had been led by a crowd of miners and knocked
OVer, and invited the Secr f State for Energy to convey to the

alrman the Cabinet's good for a speedy recovery.
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENé§é§§b aving spoken to the Chairman,
conveyed his gratitude for the 's message of good wishes.

SEnMacGregor had sustained severe ing to his head, neck and
oulders, but was able to fulfil h¢ agements.

iE discussion it was noted that the f

re8898ted that what had happened to Mr gor was the accidental

seiylt of a crowd getting out of control{(appeared to underplay the
.-lousness of the incident. Later report?, including television

gz§§ures, strongly suggested that the use of violence had been

S 1§Erate. It was notable that the local leadep—f the National Union
_MlnEWOrkers had not made any expression of afjdlogy or regret. The

e . i . o3 e
Vidence would be closely examined with a view ossibility of a
Prosecution,

The Cabinet -

Took note, @/
Cabinet office @
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