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''^CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet 
held at 10 Downing Street on 

THURSDAY 25 OCTOBER 1984 
at 10.30 am 

P R E S E N  T 

Margaret Thatcher MP 
me Minister 

W a *  1 Hon Viscount Whitelaw 
d

.Th  e Rt Hon Lord Hailsham of St Marylebone 
 ^resident of the Council ^ ^ ^ . o r  d Chancellor 
R t  H ™t  S i  r Geoffrey Howe QC MP 

< W  e t a r  v  o f Rt Hon Leon Brittan QC MP 
 State for Foreign and tary of State for the Home Department h e a l t  h Affairs 

° nH  Nigel Lawson MP Si  r Keith Joseph MP C e  Uo r of the Exchequer f State for Education and Science 

H o n P e t e r W a l k e r M* The Rt ttc*^George Younger MP 
etary  Q f State for Energy Secretar5«B^ytat  e for Scotland 

Rt H c  mC>.  Nicholas Edwards MP 
e t a  The Rt Hon r ic  k Jenkin MP t

r  y of State fc 
•or Wales Secretary tate for the Environment 

The Rt Hon Norman Fowler MP 
Secretary of State /£<J7\l$ocial Services 

The Rt Hon Michael Jo MP 
b. °tate f o  r Employment Minister of Agricultu iheries and Food 

H o  n
 1*s S e Pete r; ^  e  Rees QC MP The Rt Hon Nicholas Ridle c r e  

V  y * Treasury Secretary of State for Tra R

 n u r
^ T ^ 1 " Hurd MP The Rt Hon Ear  l of Gowrie ry o f ° ° a Mr 

t a t  

g 

e for Northern Ireland Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan 

The Rt Hon Lord Young of Graffham 
Minister without Portfoli  o 
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THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT 

chael Havers QC MP Mr John Gummer MP 
(Item 4) Paymaster General 

Mr John Cope MP 
partment of Trade and Treasurer of the Household 

SECRETARIAT 

Si  r Robert Armstrong 
Mr P L Gregson (Item 4) 
Mr D F Williamson (Items 2 and 3) 
Mr B G Cartledge (Items 2 and 3) 
Mr M S Buckley (Item 4) 

C J S Brearley (Item 1 ) 

PAKLIAMENTARY A F F A I R S 

Police and Crimina l Eviden 

FOREIGN A F F A I R S 

State V i s i  t of the President of nch Republic: Discovery of 
Explosives 

South Afric a 

Ethiopia 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

Enlargement of the Community 

Lome Convention 

Community Budget 

Agriculture 

INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS 

Coal Industry Dispute 
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1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the 
House of Commons during the following week. Parliament would be 
prorogued on Wednesday 31 October and the new Session would be opened 

y \\by The Queen on Tuesday 6 November 

)ME SECRETARY said that during the Police and Criminal 
B i l l '  s passage through the House of Lords three amendments 
carried against the Government. Their effect was to res tr ic  t 
_to stop and search to policemen in uniform, to disqualify 
irom confessions obtained improperly, and to make rac ia  l 

)n a specific disciplinar y offence. The las  t two had been 
£6rd Scarman. I  t was essentia l to reverse the f i r s  t of 
dments and to substitute a Government amendment for the 

second during the remaining stages of the B i l  l i  n the House of Commons. 
On the third , theamendment had been opposed by the Government solely 
°n the grounds /£naS}\it was not necessary as rac ia  l discrimination 
was already a matter in the police . Because of this and 
the importance changes on the f i r s  t two points, he and 
the other Ministe cipal l  y concerned had concluded that there 
should be no attemp verse or a l te  r thi  s amendment. Such a 
course would be to so controversial with the Government's 
supporters i  n Parliame was l ike ly  , i  n the context of the achieve­
ments of the B i l  l as a w: o be acceptable to the associations 
representing the police . 

THE LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COl^fc^eaid that i  t had require great 
effort to secure as satisfactdfe^h^utcome i  n the House of Lords as 
had so far been achieved. The h/#^fccds, the Bishops and cross-bench 
Peers as wel l as the po l i t i ca  l p S r ^ s ^ a l  l held strong views. Every 
effort would be made when the Bil l^rWI^ne d to the House of Lords 
the following week to secure their a££ej3fent on the f i r s  t two 
amendments but to try to secure reverssy oA the third amendment was 
unlikely to be successful and could wel^ e counter-productive, 
He therefore supported the course of act n proposed by the Home 
Secretary. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brie f discuss ,said that the 
decision not to seek to reverse or amend the th(jfrd Igndment, as well 
as the other two, would be controversial; there inevitably be 
considerable concern that the effect of the amen >uld be to 

the task of the police very much more di f f ic  u certain areas, 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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2 « THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that during a police 
search of the grounds of the French Ambassador's residence on Tuesday 

October, in preparation for the State V i s i  t by the President of the 
v o ^ e n c  h Republic, President Mitterrand, two small containers of high 

^losive had been discovered. I  t had emerged that these were placed 
by a French security officer who was in London in connection with 
*"2sident*s v i s i t  , apparently to test the efficacy of Bri t i s  h security 

The officer had been interviewed by police at the Grosvenor 
Hou :1 where he was staying. He had been found to have more 
explo ^with him there, and these had been retained by the police. The 
office'r >een further questioned at West End Central Police Station and 
later r id. The police had subsequently decided not to bring any 
charges him. I  t appeared that he had avoided airport security 
checks whe travelling from Paris by revealing his status as a security 
officer. libers of Parliament and others had expressed grave concern 
o v  e  r what had happened. So far the French Government had made no of f ic ia  l 
statement. He had apoken to the French Minister for European Affairs  , 
Monsieur Dumas, aifoutXyhe French reaction to the incident, urging the 
l s  s u  e of a suitablp-vsj&r&ement, and exchanges were continuing. 

In discussion i  t was that the episode was inexplicable and 
 was unacceptable. I  t ht to establish urgently that no similar 

events had occurred or "e l  y to occur during President Mitterrand's 
V l s  i t  . In particula r as should be sought regarding security at 
Buckingham Palace. The pol_ naturally extremely annoyed at what 
had occurred. The matter wo itably be raised in Parliament at 
prime Minister's Questions Oi ways. The fai lur e of the French 
Government to explain, le  t a l —  ise for, what had occurred was 
astonishing, and made i  t difficu^ 

(the Br i t i s  h Government to comment 
without appearing c r i t i c a  l of the during President Mitterrand's 
v i  s i t  . At the very least the Frenc ' .d send the officer concerned back 

y 

to France and conduct an inquir was, however, the French . . 

Government who had got themselves into i cu l  t position and there was 
°uch to be said for reacting calmly. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the d i s c u s s ^  , said that the Cabinet were X
astonished at what had occurred. I  t was essential to ensure that security sign, sail 
arrangements had not been infringed in other ways. 
Gove~— rnment's reaction to the episode must depend /ijr^bether the French 
a P o l  0 g i  s e  d a n <  j  o n  w bat action they were prepared 

The Cabinet ­

!  • Took note. 

! ?  E FOREIGN AND , COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that t hJ continur 
tbree leaders of Opposition parties i  n the B r i t i s  h Consulate 1 
-eate  d .8lenities with the S o u *  J  . ^ ^ ^ ^ h e ^  ̂  
tbe attempt by the three to engage i  n p o l i t i c a  l act iv i t  y h a d ^ W  ̂  
Consulate! the regime governing their " «  d i t l o n  % ^  i r  

b  ^ u n t a  y d e p a r  ̂  

c 6 . 

r 

lightened'in the Sope that this might encourage t h e i r  J j J j  W A 
b u t although the hunger strike by members of 
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end, the three showed no disposition to leave. As a result  , cr i t ic i s  m by 
the South African Government of the Bri t i s  h Government's handling of the 
iffai  r had increased. The four South African cit izen s facing charges 
jider United Kingdom customs and excise legislatio n had faile d to appear 

veourt, in Coventry, on 22 October: the court had accordingly ordered 
their b a i l  , amounting to £400,000 , should be forfeited. The South 
Ml Government had sought to demonstrate legal just i f icat io  n for i t  s 

to return the four defendants to the United Kingdom; the court in 
\had, in fact , ruled that the South African diplomat, Mr Pelser , 

}od surety for the four defendants had not been guilty of 
^conduct. The South African Ambassador had been summoned by 

of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr Rifkind) , and 
^Xp&can Government had been urged to reconsider i t  s position. 

I  t seemed {mlikely , however, that i  t would do so, and the outlook remained 
uncertain. Mfarious means of bringing pressure to bear on the South 
African Government to disgorge the four defendants had been considered 
and there had been^demands from Members of Parliament that the South 
African AmbassadoV^sn^uld be withdrawn. However, the only r e a l i s t i  c means 
°f expressing the\^g«eiw2th of the Bri t i s  h Government's disapproval of 
South African condu/c^^mild have been to expel Mr Pelser , and this option 
had now been made le&S^re^sible by the court's personal exoneration of 
him. Mr Pelser' s expd^&w&would in any case lead only to retal iat io  n in 
Kind by the South Af ricaj^tfvernment. The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Secretary said that hi  s cnnvbrtion was that the overal l interests of the 
united Kingdom's relations ^&H>^South Africa required that there should be 
no punitive action by the B*^jJJLX5overriment. The Government's objective 
should continue to be to limrt^rfl^damage of the Durban episode to these 
wider interests ; but the situas^pn^jnemained very d i f f i c u l t  . 

k

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY.^ that he had made an 
announcement in the House of Commons . previous day of increased 
"nited Kingdom aid to Ethiopia , where - at ion of drought and famine 
had become desperate. Exchanges i  n the following a Private Notice 

depth of Members' anxiety Question on 22 October, had demonstrated This degree 
that everything possible should be done to provide r e l i e f  . ThisJ^gre e 
of PubH^concern had been increased by recent r e a s o n £ ^ » :  d H  e 

had therefore decided that as much help as c o u l d / ^ i v e  n from the aid 
budget should be made available : he had d i r e c t e d  ̂ ^ g e "hole of 

abalance of national food aid allocated for 1984 ^ j j f J ° l i o  n should 
6,000 tonnes, should go to Ethiopia and that a f 
be made available for drought r e l i e  f in Ethiopia  « J f j g g ^ "  ̂  o f t h i s 

E n t r i e s  . I  t had to be recognised, however, that r e l g K f e a  « J  * 
order were wholly inadequate to the scale of the p r o b \  & ^ ^ ^  % 
according to one estimate, at least 60,000 tonnes of r e l i e f i ^ f c a l  s 
m ° u t h  . Relie f on thi s scale fa r exceeded the cargo capacil 
Hercules aircraf  t available and the problem was compounded sence 
o f roads in the region of Ethiopia worst affected and by the ing 
^ v i  l a r  i n t h   country. There was so far no evidence of the W e r
^versio n by the Ethiopian authorities of aid for whose  d i , e
**d Cross and the Save the Children Fund were responsible a l t h o u  ̂  
was clearl  y a r i s  k of th i s  . The United Kingdom should nevertheless 

CONFIDENTIAL 


v 



CONFIDENTIAL 


provide a l  l the help i  t could and urge the other members of the European 
Community to do the same. Colonel Mengistu's regime, which had jus t spent 

^extravagantly on the celebration of i t  s own anniversary, appeared at las t 
be adopting a more constructive attitude . The Soviet Union, for i t  s 
yt, was doing nothing whatsoever to help. 

r i e  f discussion i  t was pointed out that the revelation through 
jon reports of the scale of the disaster in Ethiopia had inevitably 

central po l i t i ca  l issue and that there was already evidence of 
s i t io  n on the part of the Labour Party to make po l i t i ca  l capita l 

situation. Not leas t i  n view of the summer's record harvest 
of agricultural surpluses in the European Community, there 

public pressure for an adequate response to the situation 
fsh Government and any steps which might be taken should be 

given effective publicity . There was agreement that i  t would be important 
t o instigate a concerted and effectiv e response from the European 
Community and that an appropriate message should be sent to the I r i s  h 
Presidency as soo/^i^\possible. 

The Cabinet ­

2. Invited the :ary of State for Foreign and 

Commonwealth Affa >e guided by the views of 

the Cabinet as expr the discussion. 
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30t*«

Sir 


3 - THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the 
Council of Ministers (Foreign Affairs) on 22-23 October had 
peached agreement on the Community's negotiating position with 

ain and Portugal on some outstanding points, in particular on 
us tr ia  l t ar i f f  s and olive o i l  . In l ine with the United Kingdom 

ive , the Community would be seeking a progressive increase 
Spanish reduced duty quota for cars and a substantial cut 
t a r i f  f applied to i t  . The negotiating position on fisheries 

Pn^ine was not yet resolved. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that in the Council of 
mister  s (Fore ignMfairs  ) there had been an attempt to reopen the 

Community's nego&raiyng position that the size of the European 
avelopment F u n d £ a « o m p a n  y the new Convention should be 7 b i l l i o  n 

ecu. i  t  importMVtjqhat Germany should be encouraged to maintain w a  s

the present positio 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH _ UlY said that a substantive 
discussion on budgetary discipS, d been avoided in the 

on 22-23 October. The Council of Ministers (Foreign ?  o t h i  q u e s  t i o n  . n g

French Government had had i n t e r n a J  ( ^ 2 L r a  l c t  s to achieve c o n t a  

Efforts had been made, however, in  discussion were on h e s  e

a satisfactory text, and he be l i evecr tg  K 
course to reach a result  . ""^vy 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that the 
Council of Ministers (Agriculture) on 22-23 OctoM^jad rolled 
forward the agricultura l structure measures. TH&e «a d been a 
deadlock on the proposed reform of the Community'VJ^ regime, 
ar«d i  t was possible that this would be submitted to\V ropean 
Council in December. The United Kingdom had protest v t the 
8&s price for Dutch hort iculturist  s and about the Eurc 
Commission's lates  t measures on butter exports. 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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S E C R E T A R Y  0 F S T A T E F 0 R4 *•5 ™ E  ENERGY reported to :the Cabinet 
0 n the latest position in the coal industry dispute. The r
-o, 
 ^^^Cabine t '  s discussion is recorded separately. 

Cabinet Office 


2 5 October 1984 
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LIMITED CIRCULATION ANNEX 

CC(84) 34th Conclusions, Minute 4 

Thursday 25 October 1984 at 10.30 am 

THE SECRETARY OF TE FOR ENERGY said that the number of miners working 
continued to i  n slowly. Of the total of 174 pits there were 
now 79 with som esent compared with 63 at the beginning of the try 

e 

s Put summer. A record 0 tonnes of coal had been moved in the previous 
week and there had small increase in power station coal stocks 
The tiona l Coal Board (NCB) had announced the 

previous weekend Area Director for North Yorkshire, as 
appointment of Mr Mic irman. Contrary to the impression 
temporary Assistant to would be responsible for improving 
given i  n some press repor^ s workforce and the public and not for 
the NCB's communications w he early part of the week there had 
the conduct of negotiations? NCB and the National Association 
been intensive discussions b t f irer  s (NACODS) under the aegis 
°  f Col l ier  y Overmen, Deputies tratio n Service (ACAS). He would 
°  f the Advisory, Conciliation es of the agreement reached, 
circulat e to members of the Cab k i l f u l l  y with a range of 
which had now been of  published. I  t  the points  particula r concern to NAC provided for
incorporation into the col l ier  y review dure of an independent 
review body, but left intact the princ that i  t was for the NCB to 
make f ina l decisions about closures. e basis of the agreement 
the National Executive Committee of NACODS had unanimously decided to 
c a l  l off the strik e due to star t that morning. This was i  n spit e of 
mtense pressure from the National Union of Mi ers (NUM) and from 
the Trades Union Congress (TUC). The NUM woul eeting the NCB that 
day for discussions at ACAS. The President of (Mr Scarg i l l  ) 
had however already made i  t clea r that the agreem ched with 
NACODS was unacceptable to him and appeared to be m ing hi  s total 
opposition to the closure of uneconomic p i t s  . The ] be 
unlikely to make any significan t concessions to the they had 
been unwilling to grant to NACODS. The talk s would _ herefore 
b e unproductive and might not las  t long. The time l imi t e 
Payment of the fine of £200,000 imposed on the NUM for con court 
had run out the previous day. I  t seemed inevitable that th 
would quickly proceed to make an order for the sequestration 
N u  M' s assets . 
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THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief discussion, said that the call in g 
o f  f of the NACODS dispute was a serious blow t  o the NUM. The strategy 
should continue t  o be one o  f ensuring that the NUM was isolated from 
effective support from other unions. Any further i n i t i a t i v e s  , and the 
k andling o  f the media, should b  e considered in that context. The 

i a t  e l ine t  o t a k  e should be t  o point out that one-third o  f NUM 
rs had voted, b  y a two t  o one majority, not t  o s tr ik e and were at 

that NACODS had reached a satisfactory understanding with the 
only o  n the matters o  f particula r concern t  o i t  s members but 

ai^o^^rv^he fundamental issues i  n the dispute, and that the remaining 
"nic^^rf^he mining industry, the Bri t i s  h Association o  f Col l ier  y 
Manag6i»j<Rad remained at work throughout the dispute. By contrast, the 
remainin^NjJM members who were o  n strik e had been deprived o  f the 
opportunS&rfpfor a bal lot  . I  t would be deeply disturbing i  f the TUC 
now though^ f i  t t  o side with the NUM leadership and against those i  n the 
industry who wished t  o continue working. 

The Cabine 

Took note, 

Cabinet Office 

2 6 October 1984 


