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CABINET 

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet 
' yy held at 10 Downing Street on 

<£^T > THURSDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 1984 

(JS? at 10.00 am 

P R E S E N  T 

The^tTHon Margaret Thatcher MP 
^--Rrime Minister 

The Rt Hon Lord Hailsham 
t n  e»,  ° f  Council (Items 2 Lord Chancellor 


1 Ho 

e Rt Hon Leon Britta n QC MP 

r
 F o r e i  S n a n  d retary of State for the Home Department M t h A f f = L f °
airs 
*t 

on Peter Walker MP 
S t a t  » for Education and of State for Energy 

fef*^ Hos e l  t hn Biffen MP f stir n e s e  l t i n  e MP The RtMIoi 

C a t  e for Defence 
 Lord Pri< •1 

ta-H°n No 

The Rt Hon <tfrfj>man Tebbit MP 

* for Social Secretary of^tat  e for Trade and Industry S t a t  Services *t He 
The Rt Hon Michael Jopling MP 

a t  e for Employment Minister of Agricul^tt2&. Fisheries and Food 
H o  n
*f ,  Pet 


S e c ^ t e r sa r  ? e e   QC MP The Rt Hon Nicholas 
y y. Treasury Secretary of State fo 

V ; > - a Hord » The Rt Hon Ear  l of Gowrie/AO^-v 
e tor Northern Ireland Chancellor of the Duchy or^j^nft^ ster 

The Rt Hon David Young 
Minister without Portfolio 

It THE FOLLOWING WERE ALSO PRESENT 

St?1* * a e l H a v e r s Mr John Gummer MP *.erai  Qc MP 
Paymaster General 
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Si  r Robert Armstrong 

Mr P L Gregson 
Mr D F Williamson 
Mr B G Cartledge 
Mr M S Buckley 

C O N T E N T  S 

Subject 

co/Chad 


Mines i n the Red^S^a 


Soviet Union ^ V ^  -


Operation L I O N H E A R J 


Lebanon 


Hong Kong 


COMMUNITY AFFAIR S 

Community Budget and United Ki* 

Agriculture: Milk Quotas and Wmê  

Distributio n of Responsibilitie s i  n 
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Dock Strik e 

Coal Industry Dispute 
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(Items 3 and 4) 
(Items 1 and 2) 
(Items 1 and 2) 
(Items 3 and 4) 

efunds 

w European 

CONFIDENTIAL 




 2 

S 
in the 

s2?3oth 
e

Si let 

CONFIDENTIAL 


1- THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that six leaders 
Of Opposition Parties in South Afric a remained in the Br i t i s  h 
Consulate in Durban, which they had entered on 13 September. Their 
Presence in the Consulate, which was small and lacking in 
f a c i l i t i e s  , was giving r i s  e to considerable inconvenience. The 

x men c lear l  y could not be allowed to stay in the Consulate 
e f in i te ly  ; but i  t would be wrong for the Br i t i s  h Government to 

e l them to leave or to become involved in negotiations on their 
with the Government of South Africa . A lawyer representing 

s i t io  n leaders, Mr Yacoob, had arrived in London on 
^pteijiber and had asked to see both the Prime Minister and 

bimsQ^^^The Government's position had been explained to him by 
a seniot^bxeign and Commonwealth Office o f f i c ia l  . There had been 
some sugV^ t i o  n from the South African side of a deal by which the 
South African authorities would rescind detention orders on the 
six Opposition leaders i  f court proceedings against four South 
Africans in the United Kingdom were to be dropped, but this 
suggestion seemed—unlikely to be pursued. Given time, the situation 
W a  s l ike l  y to rasolwe i t s e l  f and ways were being considered of 
easing the probi^B/gr^dually towards a solution. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMO: SECRETARY said that the Treaty of 
Federation concluded b jibya, Morocco and Chad in August amounted 
to a marriage of conveni , jich was unlikely to prove durable, 
Meanwhile, France had rea agreement with Libya , without 
consulting the Chad Gover ?n the withdrawal of French and 
Libyan forces from Chad i  n near future. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH S E C R E ' d that the Royal Navy force 
which was ass is t in  g i  n the search f s in the Red Sea had 
discovered an object on the seabed eared to be a Soviet 
mine of a hitherto unknown type. This , covery would not be 
Publicised unt i  l the object had been pro,^ rl  y identified . After 
defusing, i  t could be recovered from the seabed and examined i  n 
consultation with the Egyptian Government. 

THE HOME SECRETARY, referring to the press confereii^guje n in _ 
Moscow on 18 September by the recent Soviet defector^rV^le g Bitov, 
s a  i  d that there was, of course, no substance in allegarp^S^ that he 
had been kidnapped and brought to the United Kingdom a g a i » £ £ h i  s 
w i l l  . Furthermore, the evidence suggested that hi  s rettfr^fc 
Soviet Union had been voluntary: he was much attached to 
daughter, who had not been permitted to leave the Soviet Unirfr 
join him. The Br i t i s  h authorities had made the fact of hi s 
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disappearance from the United Kingdom known in order to pre-empt 
Soviet public i ty  . The story which Mr Bitov had given out i  n Moscow 
would command l i t t l  e credence. An assessment of the implications of 
the disclosure of certai n names, addresses and telephone numbers 
had concluded that thi s was embarassing, but not seriously damaging 

Bri t i s  h security . The main consequence of the episode might be 
eter other potential Soviet defectors. 

EIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that i  t was d i f f i cu l  t 
c  t how the Soviet Union would choose to pursue the matter: 

campaign of distortions could not be excluded. During 
ming meeting with the Soviet Foreign Minister, Mr Gromyko, 

he would himself adopt a dismissive l ine  . He considered 
ave been a genuine defector who changed his mind, possibly 

ure involving his family, and decided to return to the 
Soviet Union. 

THE SECRETARY 0: FOR DEFENCE said that the major NATO exercise, 
Operation LIONHEA s going well and was receiving sympathetic 
publicity i  n Weste e. I  t was particularl y encouraging that, 
despite the dock st  r the United Kingdom, the process of 
reinforcing the B r i t  i of the Rhine by sea had proceeded 
smoothly. In view of ther in the exercise area, some aspects 
°f i t  s scenario had been ed in order to minimise any possible 
damage to loca l land and . Despite the weather, however, the 
level of damage so far (and uently the likelihood of large 
claims for compensation) had ery low. 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETAJJ^aid that he had jus t 
received a report that Her Majesty' sC^riS£ssador in Beirut , ^ 
Hr David Miers, had been involved in aNoJ^bomb explosion i  n the 
v ic in i t  y of the United States Embassy i ^ B e i r u t  . Preliminary 
indications were that he was suffering f^m shock but was not 
seriously injured. 

The Cabinet ­

1. Took note. 

The Cabinet had before them a minute, dated 19 Sept 
from the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary to the Prime 
°ri the future of Hong Kong, covering the lates t draft of 
p 

0 t  h aper which would embody the text of a draft agreement be N
 s
 Brit i s  h Government and the Government of the People's Repub 
China. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER, invitin g the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary 
to open a discussion of the draft White Paper, explained that i  t 
had been decided that i  t would be helpful i  f she were to see the 
Unofficial Members of the Hong Kong Executive Council (EXCO), 
before the draft White Paper and draft agreement were formally 

)considered by Cabinet. She had accordingly met the Unofficial 
"smibers of EXCO on the previous evening, 19 September. I  t was 

this reason that, although i  t was not usual to disclose in 
ince the content of agenda for Cabinet, i  t had on this 

m been made known that Cabinet would be considering the 
lite Paper and agreement at i t  s meeting on the following 

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the discussions with 
the Uno&i£ta l Members of EXCO had been candid and comprehensive. 
Inevi tabl  y they s t i l  l had some reservations about the draft 
agreement on the future of Hong Kong, but Si  r S Y Chung and hi s 
colleagues had concluded that they could and would commend the agree­
ment to the peoni^^pf Hong Kong in good conscience and would 
recommend that ti/tltyould be endorsed. They had expressed their 
satisfaction wibtottS^Government' s conduct of the negotiations with 
the Chinese and w e ^ e i i r t i c u l a r l  y pleased that the key points 
which had been ide ?d by the Unofficial Members of the Executive 
and Legislativ e Couri 5LC0) in May had largely been met. The 
outcome of negotiatio t̂he draft of a full  y binding international 
agreement, setting out rangements for Hong Kong after 1997 
in considerable detai l  , is of which would be stipulated in 
the Chinese Basic Law. 30 were pleased, in particular , that 
the Liaiso n Group would con ;o function for three years after 
1997. The negotiation had p a good outcome in the d i f f icul  t 
fields of land and c i v i  l avia he constitutional arrangements 
would provide for an elected^leg e to which the Executive would 
he accountable. Even in c i v i  l avi matters, the Draft agreement 
would afford to Hong Kong, afte r 1 reater degree of autonomy 
than i  t had enjoyed hitherto as a C lony. The Foreign and 
Commonwealth Secretary said that some ult ie  s s t i l  l remained, 
so far as the Chinese were concerned, the shape and form 
°f the proposed White Paper and especial"! over that part of i  t 
which explained the provisions of the agreement. These remaining 
Problems had been discussed on the previous evening with the 
Unofficial Members of EXCO. I  t was accepted t t  £c^ public disagreement 
with the Chinese over the contents of the Whit^a^fix would be 
Highly undesirable at this stage and, although h " e  ̂ W  d to make 
one f ina l attempt to secure the withdrawal of Chi^a^cAject ions  , he 
was prepared in the las t resor t to drop the explana^V^ote s which 
made up the third part of the draft White Paper. He hat the v 

Unofficial Members of EXCO had recognised that the dri 
was  his tor i  c document, embodying a histori  c solution ta

colonial problem. He believed that i  t could lead to sig 
improved relations between the United Kingdom and the 
Republic of China. He hoped that members of the Cabinet, a 
one course Members of Parliament, would consider the draft 
to be acceptable, and that h i  s colleagues would now agree that 
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1 
should summon the Ambassador of the People's Republic of China 
to inform him that the draft agreement had been endorsed by 
Cabinet and that he should instruct Her Majesty's Ambassador in 
Peking to proceed with the i n i t i a l l i n  g of the draft . 

n discussion i  t was noted that under the terms of the draft 
eement Hong Kong people who elected to leave Hong Kong 
\r  e 1997, with the status of Bri t i s  h Dependent Territor y 

ns, would, l ik  e those who remained, be unable to transmit 
tVa^^atus to. children born to them before 1997; the Br i t i s  h 
NaYipjjSlity Act, however, provided that no person should be 
l e f K s p ^ e l e s s  . On a different point, concerning paragraph 7 
°f th^Jrrfat Declaration by the United Kingdom and Chinese 
Governm^jrvL^it was pointed out that i t  s provision for "free flow of 
oapital'^af crucia  l and that there might be a r i s  k of discrimination 
b y the Cheese Government against Hong Kong Chinese who wished to 
move their capita l out. I  t was noted, however, that Section VI  I 
of Annex 1 to the agreement specif ical l  y provided that the Government 
°f the Hong Kong/£phoial Administrative Region (SAR) should safeguard 
the free flow of(capita l within, into and out of the SAR. I  t was 
noted that prelim?tt>ry^discussions so far with most sectors of United 
Kingdom Parliamentfo^pinio n offered substantial grounds for optimism 
as to how the draf t^g^men  t would be received by Parliament as 
a whole. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summin the discussion, said that the draft 
agreement represented a r le achievement. As the discussion 
which she and the Foreign onwealth Secretary had had with 
the Unofficial Members of EX^ shown, they and the Unofficial 
Members of the Legislativ e Co ere sat isf ie  d with the extent of 
the consultation which had been" ted with them. She wished to 
Place on record the Government's iatio n of the constructive 
and statesmanlike role which the i£C&"had played during the 
negotiations, reflectin g as they had < ^e^iew s of Hong Kong people 
forcibly and consistently. Although € ^ d r a f  t agreement did not meet 
their requirements i  n every part icular  /A&P fac  t that Si  r S Y Chung, 
speaking for them, had said on the previous evening that the draft 
agreement was one which they could commertd to the people of Hong 
K °n  g in good conscience testif ie  d to the fact that the Br i t i s  h 
Government had fu l f i l l e  d their responsibi l i t ie  s lui the people of Hong 
K °n  g to the greatest extent possible. The real^nVpres t of the 
Government of the People's Republic of China ihi^jhjj^osperit  y and 
s tabi l i t  y of Hong Kong gave grounds for optimism tftaWjthe agreement 
would be honoured, but i  t would be up to the Britis^&fternment of 
the day to do a l  l i  t could to ensure th i s  . She had<^d><5ated to 
EXCO that circumstances permitting, she would be pre r 
p e k i   herself to sign the agreement, and i  t would be n g

the United Nations. The Prime Minister said that member̂  
Cabinet would wish to joi  n her in congratulating the Fore^ 
Commonwealth Secretary, the Governor of Hong Kong (S i  r Edw, 
H e  r Majesty's Ambassador in Peking (Si  r Richard Evans), and 
Previous Br i t i s  h Ambassador in Peking (S i  r Percy Cradock) who 
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his present capacity played a prominent part in the f ina l stages 
of the negotiation, on their remarkable and successful achievement. 
The Cabinet would wish to agree that the draft agreement should now 
he in i t i a l l e  d in Peking and that the procedures leading up to i t  s 
signature should move forward. The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary 
should convey this information to the Chinese Ambassador, as he had 

oposed; she wished herself to send a message to the Unofficial 

ers of EXCO before they lef t London. 


Cabinet ­

' i t .  y  \ Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's 

Miming up of their discussion and invited the Foreign 

a^^Spmraomiea 1 th Secretary to proceed accordingly. 
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2 » THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the discussions 
m the informal meeting of Finance Ministers on 15-16 September had 
moved forward on budget d i sc ip l ine  . This question had now been 
Remitted to the high leve l group of finance off ic ia l  s and would come 

ack to the Council of Ministers on 1 October. Considerable progress 
been made on the drafting of appropriate guidelines, but i  t would 

f f i cu l  t to make them as ful l  y binding as the United Kingdom 
d. There was some evidence that the French were trying to draw 

om the position they had taken on 15-16 September. The Council 
of ers (Foreign Affairs  ) on 17-18 September had discussed the 
text e revised Own Resources Decision, in the context of the 
Prop for the 1984 supplementary budget and the preliminary draft 
budget 985. On thi s question the United Kingdom had avoided 
being i  s and, together with more than half the member states 
in the l l  , had been able to accept the Presidency's compromise, 
I  t was nowNvfcor the Germans to consider whether they could move to 
accept the poss ibi l i t  y of some new finance being available to the 
Community through the revised Own Resources Decision during 1985. 
There would be f b i la t era  l contacts with the Germans during the 
n e  x  t few days, ussion i  t was pointed out that Community budget 
disciplin e was a cant point for the United Kingdom Parliament, 
and i  t  importan the arrangements agreed should carr y some w a  s

authority. 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE^^ ERIES AND FOOD reported that at the 
Council of Ministers (Agricu on 17-18 September he had been 
satisfie d that there was ag  e etermination among member states 
fco respect the rules applying milk quotas, although the I ta l ian s 
were the slowest to take action . phasing of the levy payments 
^  r technical reasons was not e n t i r € l ^ u l e  d out. A l  l member states 
were having similar d i f f i cu l t i e  s w i t f ^ i  r dairy farmers to those 
experienced i  n the United Kingdom. T ^ a R p U e d  , in Par t i cu lar  , to 
Germany, the Netherlands and Denmark, < w ^ > i r  y farmers were being 
required to cut milk production, in c o m p ^ 6  n with the leve  l in 
1983-84, by more than dairy farmers in the^Jmted Kingdom. The f a l  l 
in United Kingdom milk output made i  t unl&ely that a n y s u P P ^  n t a  ^ 
!evy would be payable by B r i t i s  h farmers i  n the immediate 
^ Council of Ministers (Agriculture) had also f u s s e  d wine 
l n  »portant to take early decisions to bring the ĵfod tion of table wine 
m ° r  e into balance with consumption, with the pre f the 
enlargement of the Community to include Spain and sal  . The 
ornmission's proposals on aid for grubbing up vine., re sensible, 
here were, however, profound disagreements between * and I ta l  y 

°n Production policy for table wine and between Germany/^and^Italy 
°n the question of additional sugar in wine. ^ ^ ^  ̂  
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THE PRIME MINISTER said that the next President of the Commission, 
Monsieur Delors, would be in London during October for discussions 
which would no doubt cover the possible distributio n of responsibilite s 

\ W i t h i n the new Commission. The United Kingdom continued to have a 
|trong interest in the budget portfolio and in an industria l or 

^ated portfolio. In discussion i  t was pointed out that there was 
a strong interest in seeking to ensure that the Commissioners 
!nted to certain key responsibi l i t ie  s within the Commission, in 

ar agriculture , were in sympathy with the United Kingdom's 
iroach. Attention should also be given to a possible portfolio 
icond United Kingdom Commissioner. Since the development 

id been held for too long by a French Commissioner, this 
isidered. 

3. THE SECRETARY ATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the national dock 
Btrike had now been . The settlement had involved no concessions 
of substance by the p . s. The loca l agreement at Hunterston 
between the Br i t i s  h St oration and the trade unions had required 
no change i  n previous w< ract ices  . The ports affected by the 
strik e could well lose so e to their competitors and this would 
aggravate their problems o lus labour. One effect of the previous 
strike had however been to a te severances among registered 
dockworkers (RDWs). Some RDV pparently thought that the National 
Bock Labour Scheme might be and that i  n this event they would 
receive a substantial sum i  n comp on. Now that i  t was clear that 
the Scheme was not under immediate- £ t  , those who wished to leave 
the industry had no reason to delay, Ministeria l comment on the 
settlement was calle d for: i  t spok el f  . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 

THE_SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY reported to tH »et on the lates t 
Position in the coal industry dispute. The Cabine1 scussion i  s 
r e  corded separately. 
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*• THE CHIEF SECRETARY, TREASURY said that at the star t of the week 
t b e r  e

) >  \
C\\  had been heavy flows of money on the foreign exchange markets into 

t h  e United States dollar , probably because of a belie f that 
^/^Presiden t Reagan's chances of re-electio n had further improved. The 

pound had weakened not only against the dollar but also to some extent 
linst other major trading currencies, probably because of the collapse 
talks between the National Coal Board and the National Union of 

>rkers. I  t had subsequently been helped by the settlement of the 
;rike . Although the markets were s t i l  l nervous, the situatio n was 

^i^er^jVr from that in July , when there had been a sharp increase 
I  n
 y&tetprpt rates which had late r been only partly reversed. In July , 
unfavojj^ajjie monetary figures had been published, whereas now the 
movemeSt^^T the monetary aggregates were within the target range. I  t 
W a  s s ign^/ i£$h  t that the Halifax Building Society had deferred a 
decision ^ a  n increase in i t  s mortgage interest rate . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 

Cabinet Office 

20 September 1984 
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LIMITED CIRCULATION ANNEX 

CC(84) 31st Conclusions, Minute 3 

Thursday 20 September 1984 at 10.00 am 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that three of the 45 pit  s 
working normally were now on holiday; they would return to work on 
Monday 24 Septem' Of those pit s where some miners were present 

. there were four with attendances of between 15 and 20 people, 
a number which large enough to encourage a more general 
return to work a >its. In the previous week, movements of 
coal had reached lest leve l since the star t of the s tr ike  , 
The position in the week, after allowing for the fact that 
the three pit  s which h aentioned were on holiday, was equally 
satisfactory . There we prospects, part icularl  y i  f the trade 

4 	 unions in the transport Les were not provoked, that current 
levels of coal movements c ^ntinue indefinitely . I  f so, there 
would be no diff icult  y in \through the forthcoming winter, 
should the strik e continue, w\ power cuts. Shortages of domestic 
coal would soon star t to appea. nost areas the trade and the 
National Coal Board (NCB) had b J/t&be to set up arrangements to deal 
with cases of severe d i f f icul ty  ; Bujfĉ thVy would not operate in 

orkshire or the North East of England</where there were serious 
Problems of coal distribution . Even^tif^tie Yorkshire and the North 
t a  s  t there might be complaints. 

Representatives of the Advisory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service 
A t > ) continued to be in touch with both the NCB and the National 

^aion of Mineworkers (NUM), but neither they nor the NCB considered 
^nat they could usefully intervene in the dispu/*£e'~^t i t  s present 
3 t  age  . This would be reported to the Chairman on hi s return 
to the United Kingdom the following week. The d meet 
r e  presentative s of the Trades Union Congress (TUC 
Monday 24 September in order•to explain to them t ent offer 
t o the NUM. I  t was clearl  y understood by a l  l concern^ the sole 
Purpose of the meeting was explanation: no question o ion 
a r  o s e  . Recent meetings between the NUM and trade unions 
e lec tr ic i t  y supply industry had been inconclusive. Lead 
Transport and General Workers' Union and the General, Muni _. 
Boilermakers and All ie  d Trade Union had suggested that thei 
i x  i the industry might take action to support the NUM; but, 
national leadership calle d for such action, there were mdicat 
that the loca l membership would refuse to obey. The Finance and 

1 
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General Purposes Committee of the TUC was meeting on 21 September 
to consider a request from the NUM for financial assistance. I  t was 
l ike l  y that several unions would agree to give loans, but not grants. 

The National Association of Coll iery Overmen, Deputies and 
otf irer  s (NACODS) was holding a ballot on strike action on 

September: the result would be known on 28 September. The National 
utive of the union were trying hard to secure a mandate for 

action. They had stated that, at least i n i t i a l l y  , they would 
a mandate not to c a l  l a strik e but to strengthen their hand 
sion with the NCB. They had also given their members the 
ression that the NCB was refusing to hold discussions with 

efute this the NCB had publicly offered the Executive a 
g the current week; the Executive seemed to be trying 

s taking place. The outcome of the ballot was hard to 
Iven i  f i  t went in favour of strik e action, however, there 

were good chances that members of NACODS in Nottinghamshire would 
remain at work and ignore any strik e c a l l  . 

THE SECRETARY 01 FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that coal-using 
industries were e Jncing few d i f f i c u l t i e s  , though there would be 
problems as the wê  worsened over supplies of coal for 
space-heating. Some Lers of the NCB were also getting into 
financial dif f icult  y irkets and other retai ler  s in 
strike-bound areas wer iencing a marked reduction in their 
takings. 

THE HOME SECRETARY said th act ivi t  y by pickets had not 
changed much since the Cabin discussion. There had been 
a s ignificant increase in the rison sentences imposed for 
offences aris in g out of the di the police were enjoying 
greater success in making arrest ences of intimidation. Two 
stipendiary magistrates were now s€&ij& to help deal with cases 
arising out of the dispute; a furthetf^yJ* would shortly begin hearing 
eases; and there were good prospects more being asked for. As 
a resu l t  , useful inroads were being ma to the backlog of cases. 

In discussion, the following main points were made ­

a. The possibi l i t  y of an adverse result ;he NACODS strike 
ballot was a matter for concern. The Nat Executive of 
the union was making a strong effort to p even moderate v

members to support strike action and appare Ltended to set 
out on the ballot form three reasons for st  r Lon, one of 
which would go wider than the immediate issues >ute 
between NACODS and the NCB. 

b. I  t was arguable that the NCB was not bringing ent 
pressure to bear on the s t r i k e r s  . At present, the emed 
to intend to keep pits open, even i  f their future wor£ 
jeopardised by withholding of safety cover by the NUM. 
who had taken strike action would therefore by shielded 
one of i t  s main consequences, and might think that they ha 
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l i t t l  e to lose from prolonging the dispute. Against th i s  , i  t 
was argued that i  t would be irresponsible for the NCB to r i s  k 
appearing deliberately to leave coal faces to collapse when 
they could be worked economically. 

c. I  t would be salutary i  f publicity could be given to severe 
sentences imposed for acts of violence aris in g from the dispute. 
This would both deter the repetition of such violence and 

arten	 working miners who were being threatened. I  t would also 
elpful to remind magistrates that recent legis lat io  n 

ered them to make violent offenders subject, as part of 
sentence, to a compensation order in favour of their 
s. There were grounds for believing that some magistrates 

sr^/irn^ware of this legislation. 

d. "M&ny of the Government's supporters were concerned at the 
apparent fai lur e of the legislation which the Government had 
promoted to deter secondary picketing and other unlawful conduct 
in support /yf^itidustrial action. There was a be l ie f  , 
influentialS^yjm-vif unfounded, that the Government had discouraged 
employers fro sking to enforce their rights of c i v i  l action 
under thi  s l  e Lon , Many of the Government's c r i t i c  s 
failed to take of the fact that the public sector 
employers most cL concerned, such as the NCB, the Br i t i s  h 
Steel Corporation e Bri t i s  h Railways Board, had very 
properly weighed aga he benefits of taking c i v i  l action the 
r i s  k that i  t would pf other trade unions to give more active 
support to the NUM. action led, in part icu lar  , to a 
reduction in the curren of coal movements i  t would 
seriously reduce the chari satisfactory outcome to the 
dispute. For thi  s reason, d be best i  f action were taken 
by small private sector employ hose f inancia l and other 
interests were direct l  y affec unlawful conduct in a way 
which the public could readily tand and sympathise with, 
Action of this nature had been ul in South Wales. 
Whether to take i  t was, of course,' i re l  y a matter for the 
employers themselves. 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Cabinet 
a8reed that the Government should continue to ta£e>th e same l ine as 
before. I  t should especially emphasise the po^dt ttfiat uneconomic 
Pits had been closed in the past and must conti ,be closed i  f 
management judged closure necessary. There was ndable public 
disquiet that, even though the strike had lasted fo" six months, v 

relatively few cases of alleged violence or other ser ffences 
bad been brought to t r i a l  . The Home Secretary should , t was 
Possible to ensure that magistrates' courts did not impo 
°r unreasonable delays on the relevant committal proceed 
should also.draw to the attention of magistrates that re 
l e  g i s l a t i o  n gave them power to make compensation orders aga 
violent offenders for the benefit of their victims; and tha^ 
should consider in a l  l appropriate cases whether to make such 
order. 
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The Cabinet ­

1. Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's 
summing up of their discussion. 

2. Invited the Home Secretary, in consultation with 
the Lord Chancellor ­

i  . to do what was possible to ensure that magistrates' 
courts did not impose a r t i f i c i a  l or unreasonable delays 

r y / O on committal proceedings in connection with cases of 
</^i&lleged violence or other serious offences aris ing out 
^^yof^the coal industry dispute; and 

L I  . to take appropriate action to remind magistrates 
of their power to make compensation orders against 
violent offenders for the benefit of their victims; and 
that tb£5£\should consider in a l  l appropriate cases 
whether to) make such an order. 

Cabinet Office 

2 1 September 1984 
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