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P r o v i s i o n s ) B  i  l  l  . 


T H E R E S I D E N T O F T H E C O U N C I L s a i d t h a t , a l t h o u g h t h  e v i c t o r y h a d b e e n 
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T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y s a i d t h a t i  t w a s c l e a r t h a t t h e 

s t o r m i n g o f t h e G o l d e n T e m p l e i  n A m r i t s a r b y I n d i a n s e c u r i t y f o r c e s h a d 


p u t a n e n d t o t h e p r o b l e m o f S i k h e x t r e m i s m . T r o u b l e c o n t i n u e d 

h r o u g h o u t I n d i a a n d s o m e 7 0 0 S i k h s o l d i e r s h a d d e s e r t e d f r o m v a r i o u s 
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e " , b u t i  t w a s d i f f i c u l  t f o  r h e r t o t a k e a n y p r a c t i c a l s t e p s w h i l e 

e . l e a d e r s o f t h e S i k h m o v e m e n t h a d e i t h e r l o s t t h e i r i n f l u e n c e o r 
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S e c r e t ? 
 t h e I n d i a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y , M r R a s g o t r a , h a d i n f o r m e d t h e 
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t r o u b l e - m a k e r s f r o m t h e I n d i a n c o m m u n i t y i  n t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m r e t u r n i n g 
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T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , s u m m i n g u p a  8 h « r t » s c u 8 S X o n  , s a i d Jjat t h e I n d i a n 
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G o v e r n m e n t ' s c o n c e r n a b o u t i n f l a m m a t c ^ * Q a d c a s t s b y " ~  " ^ " J c  " 

t h e U n i t e d K i n g d o m w a s l e g i t i m a t e . T l S S ^ o u l d b e n o  « « ™ ^ ° * £ % f  C 

°r t h e I n d e p e n d e n t B r o a d c a s t i n g Author!knowing,the ' 
s t a t e m e n t s w h i c h i n c i t e d t o m u r d e r a n d u & a n  t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s h o u l d b e 

g i v e n t o e s t a b l i s h i n g w h e t h e r s u c h broadcasts c o n s t i t u t e d a c r i m i n a l 

o f f e n c e . ^ T h e i m p l i c a t i o n s f o  r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d s h o u l ^ a l s o ^ b ^ b o r n e ^ n ^  ̂ 
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E o r e i g n a n d C o m m o n w e a l t h S e c r e t a r y a n d t h e A t t o r t i p 

G e n e r a l , t o e x a m i n e t h e s t a t e o f t h e l a w i  n r e l a t i ' 

i n c i t e m e n t i  n t h i s c o u n t r y t o v i o l e n c e o v e r s e a s , a n d 

h r i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s v i e w s t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e 

C h a i r m a n o f t h e B r i t i s  h B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p o r a t i o n . 
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T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y s a i d t h a t h e h a d a t t e n d e d a 

M i n i s t e r i a l m e e t i n g o  f t h  e C o u n c i l o  f W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n U n i o n i  n P a r i s o n 

1 2 J u n e . A t F r e n c h a n d G e r m a n i n i t i a t i v  e a g r e e m e n t h a d b e e n r e a c h e d o n a 

o d e s t r e a c t i v a t i o n o  f t h  e o r g a n i s a t i o n o  f w h i c h t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m , 

" ^ n c e , t h  e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o  f G e r m a n y , I t a l y  , t h  e N e t h e r l a n d s , B e l g i u m 


^ L u x e m b o u r g w e r e m e m b e r s . T h e p u r p o s e o  f t h  e r e a c t i v a t i o n w a s t o 

" o p a m o r e c o - o r d i n a t e d E u r o p e a n v i e w , w i t h i n t h  e A t l a n t i c A l l i a n c e , 


t i o n s a f f e c t i n g E u r o p e a n s e c u r i t y . A t t h  e s a m e t i m e t h  e p r o v i s i o n s 

' e s t e r n E u r o p e a n U n i o n T r e a t y l i m i t i n  g t h  e p r o d u c t i o n o  f 
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 a  l w e a p o n s b y t h  e F e d e r a l R e p u b l i c o  f G e r m a n y w e r e  t o b e l i f t e d  . 

K i n g d o m h a d b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i  n e n s u r i n g t h a t t h  e p r o p o s e d 


j « w o u l d n o  t p r e j u d i c e t h  e w o r k o  f t h  e I n d e p e n d e n t E u r o p e a n 

p r o g r a m m £ / 6 p £ h p o  f t h  e N o r t h A t l a n t i c T r e a t y O r g a n i s a t i o n o  r c u t a c r o s s 

p o l i t i c a l < ^ - o p e r a t i o  n w i t h i n t h  e E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y . 


otni T H E P R I M E M I N I S T c t h a t t h  e 1 0 t  h E c o n o m i c S u m m i t m e e t i n g  o f t h  e s e v e n 
p r i n c i p a l i n d u s t ^ d c o u n t r i e s h a d t a k e n p l a c e u n d e r h e  r c h a i r m a n s h i p 

i n L o n d o n f r o m 7 t 
 . n e . I  t h a d	 b e e n a b u s i n e s s l i k e a n d s u c c e s s f u l 
S iou s 	 o c c a s i o n , a l t h o u g h . t i o n h a d b e e n n e c e s s a r y t  o d e f l e c t s o m e 
u n j u s t i f i e d c r i t i c i s ^ h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . U s e f u l s t a t e m e n t s h a d b e e n 

a g r e e d a n d i s s u e d o n t  ̂
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t h e 4 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o  f t h  e 
 t i o  n o  f E u r o p e , t h  e p a r t i c i p a n t s h a d 

a l s o i s s u e d a D e c l a r a t i o n o n 
 t i c V a l u e s . T h e C a b i n e t w o u l d w i s h  t o 

r e c o r d i t  s a p p r e c i a t i o n o  f t h  e 
 a n d i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l o r g a n i s a t i o n o  f 

t h e S u m m i t w h i c h h a d b e e n t h  e r e ^ s 
 i  l  i  t  y o  f s t a f f f r o m t h  e F o r e i g n a n d 

C o m m o n w e a l t h O f f i c  e a n d o t h e r - D e p 
 s w o r k i n g u n d e r t h  e d i r e c t i o  n o  f 

M r N i c h o l a s B a r r i n g t o n . 
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c o n t a c t w i t  h t h  e F r e n c h M i n i s t e r f o  r E u r o p e a n A 
 M o n s i e u r D u m a s , o n 

t h e q u e s t i o n l e f  t o u t s t a n d i n g a  t t h  e l a s t E u r o p e a n 
 tail i n M a r c h 1 9 8 4 . 


a i , d T h e F r e n c h s e e m e d n o w t  o b e a g a i n e n g a g e d i  n t h e _ s  ~
M o r a s o l u t i o n , 

H e w a s m a k i n g c l e a r t h a t t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m r e m a i n e d v 
 i n f a v o u r o f i 
s y s t e m f o  r c o r r e c t i n g t h  e b u d g e t i n e q u i t y a n d t h a t w e 

e e k i n g a 
s o l u t i o n i  n t h  e f r a m e w o r k o  f t h a t s y s t e m ^ T h e U n i t e d 

w a s a l s o 
l s t r e s s i n g t h  e d i f f i c u l t i e  s w h i c h w o u l d a r i s e  o r o t h e r m o u  < t a t e s i  f 

t h e r e w e r e n o a g r e e m e n t . I  t w o u l d b e d e s i r a b l e  t o m o v e t  » 

f r a m e w o r k o  f t h  e s e t t l e m e n t b e f o r e t h  e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l a  t 
°n 2 5 - 2 6 J u n e . I  n d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s p o i n t e d o u  t t h a t , i  n v i  e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,	 i t 


w o u l d b e a m i s t a k e t  o r a i s e e x p e c t a t i o n s 
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T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R E M P L O Y M E N T r e p o r t e d t h a t a  t t h e C o u n c i l o  f 

M i n i s t e r s ( S o c i a l A f f a i r s ) o n 7 J u n e h e h a d m a d e c l e a r t h a t t h  e U n i t e d 

" i n g d o m c o u l d n o  t a c c e p t a p r o p o s e d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o n t h  e r e d u c t i o n a n d 


o r g a n i s a t i o n o  f w o r k i n g t i m e . O t h e r m e m b e r s t a t e s , i n c l u d i n  g t h  e 

a n s d e s p i t e t h e i r c u r r e n t i n d u s t r i a l p r o b l e m s o v e r w o r k i n g t i m e , c o u l d 


t t h  e t e x t . T h e p r o p o s e d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n w a s i  n s o m e r e s p e c t s 

p a l b u  t i  t g a v e t h  e w r o n g s i g n a l . A l t h o u g h t h e r e h a d b e e n n o 


p:mWt, h e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t o t h e r m e m b e r s t a t e s d i  d r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h  e 
U n i ' t a d / K ^ n g d o m h a d a g e n u i n e c o n c e r n . I  t w a s l a c k o  f c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s 
w h i c t f j ^ c o s  t j o b s i  n t h  e C o m m u n i t y . T h e P r e s i d e n c y w o u l d n o w p u  t t h  e 
q u e s t £ d a ^ ? T  h t h e i r o w n a u t h o r i t y , t  o t h  e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l . 

T h e ^ 
 unet 


T o o k n o t e , 


TRIAL & rATE FOR ENERGY r e p o r t e d t  o t h  e C a b i n e t o n t h  e 
T H E S E C R E T 
 a a l i n d u s t r y d i s p u t e . T h e C a b i n e t ' s d i s c u s s i o n i  s 
Si l a t e s t p o s i t i o n i n 

r e c o r d e d s e p a r a t e l y 
s P ut e 

Sir 

C a b i n e t O f f i c e 


1 4 J u n e 1 9 8 4 
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T H I S D O C U M E N T I S T H E P R O P E R T Y O F H E R B R I T A N N I C M A J E S T Y ' S G O V E R N M E N T 


C O P Y N O 


C A B I N E T 


L I M I T E D C I R C U L A T I O N A N N E X 


C C ( 8 4 ) 2 2 n d C o n c l u s i o n s , M i n u t e 2 


T h u r s d a y 1 4 J u n e 1 9 8 4 a  t 1 0 . 0 0 a m 


T H E S E C R E T ^ S T A T E F O R S O C I A L S E R V I C E S s a i d t h a t h e p r o p o s e d o n 


BATING M o n d a y 1 8 J u a k e a s t a t e m e n t a n n o u n c i n g t h  e c h a n g e s t  o b e m a d e i  n 
N o v e m b e r t  o s e c u r i t y b e n e f i t r a t e s . T h e d e t a i l s w e r e s e  t o u t i  n 
h i s m i n u t e o f 1 t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r . S u c h a n n o u n c e m e n t s w e r e a n 

a n n u a l o c c u r r e n c e ^ 
 f o l l o w i n g t h  e l a s t p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e r e v i e w , h e 

a l s o p r o p o s e d t h i s 
 o m a k e c e r t a i n c h a n g e s t  o b e n e f i t s t r u c t u r e s a n d 

p a y m e n t a r r a n g e m e n t 
 , P ^ k i r e m e n t p e n s i o n s , u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t a n d 

' ' " n  i  | 
  y i n c o m e s u p p l e m e a ^ P ^ u l d i n c r e a s e b y 5 . 1 p e r c e n t a n d s u p p l e m e n t a r y 

b e n e f i t b y 4 . 7 p e r c e n  ̂  ̂ T h e s e i n c r e a s e s c o m p a r e d f a v o u r a b l y w i t h t h  e 

f o r e c a s t f i g u r e o f 4 . 5 p e r c e n t f o  r i n f l a t i o  n i  n N o v e m b e r . T h e p r a c t i c  e 

o f 
 u s i n g h i s t o r i  c d a t a c o u l d t h e r e f o r e b e s h o w n t  o h a v e b e n e f i t e d 


c l a i m a n t s t h i s y e a r .
 T h e i - e r j j M J J J * ^ ^ i o ^ ^ t S ' S S ^ U 
e
l a t e r t h a n t h  e p r e v i o u s y e a r : j f f c  6 ^  w o u l d o t h e r w i s e r  e 
e  w h i c h


y e a r - t o - y e a r a d v a n c e o  f t h  e l A  ̂  I 
a l s o p r o p o s e d t o t a k e t h e f r o m t h  e o p e r a t i o n o  f a 5 2 - w e e k 


a n d t o r e a p p l y t o h e a t i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o i n c r e a s e f r o m 5 U p 

a l l o w a n c e s , t h  e a v a i l a b l e s c a l e m a _ a d e d u c t i o n m a d e f r o m t h  e 

a d d i t i o n a l a l l o w a n c e s p a i d  t o p e n s i d  o t h e r s  l o n g - t e r m 
 s o m e  o n

s u p p l e m e n t a r y b e n e f i t  t o c o v e r s p e c i a l , s u c h a s h e a t i n g , l a u n d r y a n d 
s p e c i a l d i f t t s . T h i s f i r s  t i n c r e a s e s i  n w a s i n t e n d e d t  o r e f l e c  t t  o 
s o m e d e g r e e t h  e g r o w t h o v e r t h  e y e a r s  i n a l l o w a n c e s , a n d w o u l d - b e ' 
m i t i g a t e d b y e x c l u d i n g f r o m t h  e r e c k o n i n g c e s r e l a t i n  g t  o c h i l d r e n , 

b y m a k i n g h e a t i n g a l l o w a n c e s a u t o m a t i c t o  r 
 6 s a s w e l l a s o v e r - 7 0 s 


i o v e r - 8 5 s . F a m i l y i n c o m e a n d b y p a y i n g h i g h e r h e a t i n g a l l o w a n c e s  t o _ n u l  p l n  t 
f  a n a o
supplement p a y m e n t s w o u l d
 n o  t i  n f u t u r e _ b e " P ™ t  e ^  m U n  p r
m i i o e
 

b u t o n l y w h e n r e n e w e d o r f i r s  t a w a r d e d e x t e n t , b e c o u n t e r 

a n n u m . T h e s e m a r g i n a l r e d u c t i o n s c o u l d , t  o a ^ a n d b e n e f i t 
w i
 

a l l o w a
b a l a n c e d b y i m p r o v e m e n t s t  o a g e ^ "  e  f o 5 to £ 7 0 ma s r m t 6  

r a t e s f o  r t h o s e a g e d o v e r 8 0 , a n d i t i c r e a s e ^ r ^ ^ J j j f c t h a  t 

r e t i r e m e n t p e n s i o n e r s ' e a r n i n g s l ^  1 ^ - i n  a r r <
e
 

 o n e 
u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t s h o u l d b e p a i d t o r  t ^ e r t h a n

w e e k i  n a d v a n c e a n d o n e i  n a r r e a r s . n i  n t h  e 


£ 1 


f  i 

e n e f i t t o 
P e 


r , w o u l d 
b e 

5 0 


t h e
 D e p a r t m e n t o  f H e a l t h a n d S o c i a l S e c u r i t y w o u l d b e s a t ! 
1 

- 3 • w o u  ^ " d  D e
s e c u r   r e q u i r e d a n d i  t w a s t h  e e a s i e s t m e a n s i  n t u ^ 


r e c o f i e l  d o  f p r o v i d i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y s a v i n g s . I  t h a d t  o b e 
g u i s e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h i s a n d s o m e o  f t h  e o t h e r c h a n g e s w o u l d ^ T t t r a c t 
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c r i t i c i s  m b o t h f r o m t h e O p p o s i t i o n a n d s o m e C o n s e r v a t i v e b a c k b e n c h e r s . 

T h e C i v i l a n d P u b l i c S e r v i c e s A s s o c i a t i o n m i g h t a l s o r e a c t , p o s s i b l y 

a g g r a v a t i n g t h e p r e s e n t i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e a t N e w c a s t l e o v e r t h e u s e o f 

c o m p u t e r s . 


d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s a g r e e d t h a t t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t c h a n g e w a s 

y t  o p r o v e t h e m o s t c o n t r o v e r s i a l . A g a i n s t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d 

c i a l a d v a n t a g e s h a d t  o b e s e t t h e c o n c e r n f e l t  i n a l  l p a r t i e s a b o u t 


t h e t r e a t m e n t o f t h e u n e m p l o y e d . R e c e n t l y t h i s h a d f o c u s e d m o s t o n t h e 

l o n g - t e r m u n e m p l o y e d ; t h i s c h a n g e w o u l d a f f e c t o n l y t h o s e n e w l y 

u n e m p l o y e d . A p e r s o n l e a v i n g e m p l o y m e n t w o u l d h a v e t  o w a i t a l m o s t t h r e e 

w e e k s b e f o r e r e c e i v i n g h i  s f i r s  t u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t , c o m p a r e d w i t h a b o u t 

t w o w e e k a . tfkpresent. T h e f i n a n c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e n e w l y u n e m p l o y e d 

w o u l d v a w o u l d h a v e m o r e t h a n o n e w e e k ' s p a y i  n h a n d , a n d t h o s e 

w h o w e r e f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t  y c o u l d a p p l y s t r a i g h t a w a y f o  r 

s u p p l e m e n t f  i  t  i n t h e s a m e w a y a s p e o p l e w h o s e f i r m s h a d c l o s e d 

t h r o u g h b a n k m i g h t h a v e t  o d o a t p r e s e n t . A l s o , p a y m e n t  i n a r r e a r s 

w o u l d h e l p t  o t h e f i n a n c i a l e m b a r r a s s m e n t c u r r e n t l y e x p e r i e n c e d 

i n i t i a l l  y b y p e - e n t e r i n g e m p l o y m e n t a s t h e y w a i t e d f o  r t h e i r f i r s  t 

w e e k ' s w a g e s . T h I d n o l o n g e r b e a n e e d t  o a t t e m p t t  o r e c o v e r 

o v e r p a y m e n t s f r o m u a l s . O n e s i d e e f f e c t o f t h e c h a n g e w o u l d b e t  o 

r e d u c e o v e r - r e c o r d i n ' b f  *  h  e u n e m p l o y m e n t t o t a l b y s o m e 4 0 , 0 0 0 o v e r a 

p e r i o d o f s i x m o n t h s 


T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , s u m m i n g u p t h e d i s c u s s i o n , s a i d t h a t t h e c h a n g e s h a d 

t o b e j u d g e d a g a i n s t t h e c l e a r c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e s u r v e y 

t h a t s a v i n g s m u s t b e m a d e o n t h e c u r r e n t v e r y h i g h e x p e n d i t u r e o n s o c i a l 

s e c u r i t y b e n e f i t s . T h e s e p r o p r e p r e s e n t e d t h e m o s t d e f e n s i b l e W a y o f 

a c h i e v i n g t h e m , p a r t i c u l a r l y i ^ j c h a s t h e y d i  d n o t i n v o l v e a c u  t i  n 

u n e m p l o y m e n t b e n e f i t . T h e d e c i s ^ i s t n e v e r t h e l e s s b e p r e s e n t e d 
c a r e f u l l y , w i t h e m p h a s i s b e i n g p u ^e i m m e d i a t e a v a i l a b i l i t  y o f 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y b e n e f i t a n d t h e f a c t [t h a d b e e n t h e O p p o s i t i o n w h o h a d 
i n t r o d u c e d t h  e f o r t n i g h t l y p a y m e n t s 

T h e C a b i n e t 

1 . A p p r o v e d t h e p r o p o s a l s s e t o u t i n u t e o f 

1 3 J u n e 1 9 8 4 f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t S o c i a l 

S e r v i c e s t  o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 


2 - I n v i t e d t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o  r S o c i a l S e r v i c e s 

t o b e g u i d e d b y t h e p o i n t s m a d e  i n d i s c u s s i o n a n d i  n 

t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r ' s s u m m i n g u p w h e n p r e p a r i n g 

s t a t e m e n t . 


C a b i n e t O f f i c e 
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CC(84) 22nd Conclusions, Minute 5 

Thursday 1A June 198A at 10.00 am 

T — 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that at a meeting during the 
previous week with the National Coal Board (NCB) representatives of 
the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) had suggested that i  t would be 
grounds on wh^ch possible to ^3wp e a definition satisfactory to both sides of the 
this appeared t i  t could properly be closed as uneconomic. As 
meeting had bee out a prospect of useful negotiations, a further 
President of the 

C C ( 8 M n C e  : ged for Wednesday 13 June. At that meeting the 
intransigent way Scarg i l l  , had behaved in an emotional and 
withdrawal of a l  l p epeated his previous demands for the 
physical exhaustion as pit closures other than on grounds of 
not accept th i s  . The condition of further ta lks  . The NCB could 
observed that the two s  i Secretary of the NUM, Mr Heathfield, had 
Chairman of the NCB, Mr ared to have reached a stalemate? the 
broken off. In subsequent I  , had agreed; and the talks had been 

'ews with the media Mr Scarg i l  l had put forward a "ten-point progwraMeJ'l of demands, including higher pay, 
a four-day week, and an extensioXxJ$ the l i f  e of a l  l p i t s  . 
Mr Heathfield, and Mr McGahey oPtb^?Scottish NUM, had taken no part 
in these interviews; i  t was p o s s i ^ ^ ^ a  t they were trying to distance 
themseives from Mr Scarg i l l  . A l t e r r^tWly , i  t was possible that the, 
three NUM leaders had concerted t a c r v ^ s i  n which each would play a ' 
different role; but some of the personalities involved were vo la t i l e  , 
and i  t was hard to reach a confident judgment. 

41 pit  s were working normally; 2 were on an oliday; and 8 pit  s 
were producing some coal - 3 at nearly norm ̂  e l s  . Coal stocks at 
power stations amounted to 18 million tonnes; ,s had fal le  n by 
only 250,000 tonnes the previous week. AlthouQ drivers at the 
Shirebrook railway depot in Nottinghamshire had d to work coal 
t ra ins  , there had been l i t t l  e effect on coal mov__, I  t was 
possible that more train drivers would refuse to w train s 
because their union, the Associated Society of Locomo 
and Firemen, had decided to make them payments in the_, 
equivalent to their basic wage; but previous efforts by 
of the NUM and the railway trade unions to block coal mov> 
fa i led  , and there was no reason to think that their lates 
would enjoy better success. 
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There were some signs of a movement back to work among coalminers, 
though in most parts of the country i  t was only at a tr ickle .  ' 3 pits 
in Lancashire had originally been on strik e but now had attendance at 
65 per cent of normal. I  t was l ike l  y that many miners on strik e had 
been reluctant to return to work while talks between the NCB and NUM 
were in progress and there seemed to be some prospect of an early 
settlement to the dispute. Now that the talks had collapsed they 

»ht change their attitude. The next few days would be s ignif icant , 
particular, there was a meeting of the National Executive of the 

>hat morning, at which i  t was possible that moderate opinion would 
seg^jpto express i t s e l f  . NCB management would increase i t  s already 
si£h>£gE)tial efforts to persuade miners on strik e to return to work; 
let^ypi Jtp this effect would shortly be sent to the homes of a l  l 
strikingminers  . Government spokesmen should continue to emphasise 
the damage that was being done by the str ik e to the coal industry's 
prospects and to the physical condition of i t  s p i t s  , and the excellent 
conditions available to miners i  f they returned to work. 

THE HOME SECffiETA^Y said that the police were reporting clear signs of 
a weakening o r ^ ^ ^ v  e among pickets. Mr Scargi l  l was now relying largely on 
a hard core of VRic^eXs, estimated by the police to number about 3,000. 

THE SECRETARY OF ;0R TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that the steel 
industry was s t i l  l iing adequate supplies of coal and coke. 
Other coal-using in appeared to be experiencing no significant 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  . 

In discussion the followi in points were made -

I  t would have a "x£W>«£ effect i  f Ministers could point in 
public to one or more w|>^^\thenticated instances of pi t  s 
facing certain closure b ^ f ^ o  f physical deterioration due to 
the s tr ike  . I  t was not cle^a^however, that there were such 
instances yet. In any eveh^jgfc^t miners were aware of the 
tangers in general terms. . 

b. Coal was being produced, thbugh only in re lat ive l  y small 
amounts, at open-cast sites in Scotland, but i  t was not being 
moved because hauliers were apprehensiveof possible danger to 
their vehicles from pickets and o t h e r/^Sl t would be desirable 
to investigate whether i  t would be po^araia^ito move this coal  . 

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion; Nthat the 
Government should maintain i t  s previous stance. , /M^tatement  s by 
Government spokesmen should be directed at encouraj>p^roiners on 
s tr ik  e to return to work, especially during the nex^^eV^days. 

< ^ 

The Cabinet -

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's 

summing up of their discussion. 


Cabinet Office 

15 June 1984 
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