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1 . T h e C a b i n e t w e r e i n f o r m e d o  f t h  e b u s i n e s s  t o b e t a k e n  i n t h  e 

H o u s e o  f C o m m o n s d u r i n g t h  e f o l l o w i n g w e e k . 


>LORD P R E S I D E N T O F T H E C O U N C I L s a i d t h a t t h  e G o v e r n m e n t h a d 

e d a d e f e a t d u r i n g t h  e H o u s e o  f L o r d s C o m m i t t e e S t a g e o  f 


"e U n i o n B i l  l o n a n a m e n d m e n t r e q u i r i n g e l e c t i o n s o  f 

" o n o f f i c i a l  s  t o b e c o n d u c t e d b y p o s t a l b a l l o t . T h e 


m o v e d b y L o r d B e l o f f , h a d b e e n s u p p o r t e d b y 8 5 p e e r s , 

' w e r e C o n s e r v a t i v e s T h i s c o m p a r e d w i t h t h  e 4 3 C o n s e r v a t i v e s 


' m e m b e r s o f t h  e G o v e r n m e n t ) i  n t h  e t o t a l o  f 6 5 p e e r s 

e d a g a i n s t t h  e a m e n d m e n t . H e t h o u g h t t h a t i  t w o u l d n o  t 


t o r e v e r s e t h  e d e c i s i o n  a t R e p o r t S t a g e i  n t h  e H o u s e o  f • 


0
T H E S E C R E T A R Y T E F O R E M P L O Y M E N T s a i d t h a t h e w a s u r g e n t l y 

r e v i e w i n g t h e p 
 c r e a t e d b y t h  e a m e n d m e n t . I  t w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y 

c a u s e r e n e w e d p r e 
 f o r c o m p u l s o r y p o s t a l b a l l o t s w h e n t h  e B i l  l 

r e t u r n e d t o t h e H o 
 C o m m o n s , d e s p i t e t h  e p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e  s 

i n v o l v e d . H e w o u l d 
 o p o s a l s t  o c o l l e a g u e s v e r y s h o r t l y ; i  n t h  e 

m e a n t i m e h e r e c o m m e n d 
 t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s r e s p o n s e  t o a n y q u e s t i o n s 

s h o u l d s i m p l y b e t h a t 
 E q u a t i o n w a s b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d i  n t h  e l i g h  t 

o f t h e a m e n d m e n t . 


T h e C a b i n e t -


T o o k n o t e . 


•pAlRS 
 2 . T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S £ £ f t £ ^ R Y s a i d t h a t t h e r e h a d b e e n 
n o g r e a t c h a n g e i  n t h  e s i t u a t i o n i  n t t M ^ a b . T h e I n d i a n P r i m e 

l a 
M i n i s t e r , M r s G a n d h i , h a d a d d r e s s e d a  r ^ e r  t o t h  e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

a b o u t t h  e b a c k g r o u n d  t o t h  e a t t a c k o n t h ^ > G o l d e n T e m p l e i  n A m r i t s a r . 

T h e e n t r y v i s a r e q u i r e m e n t i m p o s e d b y t h  e I n d i a n G o v e r n m e n t _ o n a l  l 

C o m m o n w e a l t h c i t i z e n s w a s c r e a t i n g l o n g q u e u e s o f ^ v i s a a p p l i c a n t s 


^ T , C , ;  2 2 n d a t t h  e I n d i a n H i g h C o m m i s s i o n i  n L o n d o n , 


te 3 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y s a i d t h a t t h e r e ^ 

6  t 0  r e p o r t  i n  t n e
G u l f 8  s i t u a t i o n  i n t h  e I r a n / I r a q w a r or 

6 3  ' T n e r e  n a d  b e e n
1 "
84) t h e K b - . a m a r c h  i n L o n d o n b y I r a n i a n s ^ 
d 6 1 n i  r e
r a m S i ™ e o n t h  e p r e v i o u s d a y , b u  t i  t h a d p a s s e 
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T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R D E F E N C E d r e w t h e C a b i n e t ' s a t t e n t i o n t o 

t h e a m e n d m e n t r e c e n t l y t a b l e d i  n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s C o n g r e s s w h i c h 

r e p r e s e n t e d a n a t t e m p t t o l i m i  t a n d e v e n t u a l l y r e d u c e t h e d e p l o y m e n t 

o f U n i t e d S t a t e s t r o o p s i  n E u r o p e u n l e s s t h e W e s t e r n E u r o p e a n a l l i e  s 

i n c r e a s e d t h e l e v e l o f t h e i r b u d g e t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e 


r t h A t l a n t i c T r e a t y O r g a n i s a t i o n ' s A l l i a n c e . T h e a m e n d m e n t h a d n o t , 

^ t h  e e v e n t , b e e n c a r r i e d . T h e l i k e l i h o o d o f C o n g r e s s i o n a l p r e s s u r e 

f / k h i s k i n d h a d b e e n a p p a r e n t i  n v e r y d i f f i c u l  t d i s c u s s i o n s o n t h e 


<£rf£4^6tructure p r o g r a m m e w h i c h h a d t a k e n p l a c e i  n t h e E u r o g r o u p o f 
Dej^efiok M i n i s t e r s i n B r u s s e l s i  n m i d - M a y , a n d i  n w h i c h t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t ^ r v e c r e t a r  y f o r D e f e n c e , M r W e i n b e r g e r , h a d s p o k e n v e r y s h a r p l y 
a b o u t ^ h e r e l u c t a n c e o f t h e E u r o p e a n s t o i n c r e a s e s u f f i c i e n t l  y t h e 
r e l e v ^ f r t ^ B J f l d g e t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n s . T h i s p o l i t i c a  l p r e s s u r e h a d n o w 
s u r f a c e a / O j £ ? C a p i t o l H i l  l i  n t h e f o r m o f t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l a m e n d m e n t 
t o w h i c h ^ f r e h a d r e f e r r e d ; b u t t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a d s u c c e e d e d , a t 
a n y r a t e r ^  r t h e t i m e b e i n g , i  n r e s i s t i n g i  t  . 

T h e C a b i n e t -


T o o k n o t e . 


3 . T H E F O R E I G N A N D J E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y s a i d t h a t t h e E u r o p e a n 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o r e s u l t e d i n s o m e c h a n g e s i  n p o l i t i c a  l 

b a l a n c e i  n o t h e r m e m b e r s I n G e r m a n y t h e F r e e D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y , 

a l t h o u g h a p a r t n e r i  n t h e n m e n t c o a l i t i o n , h a d l o s t a l  l i t  s 

s e a t s i  n t h e E u r o p e a n P a r i b e i n g r e p l a c e d b y t h e e c o l o g i c a l •' 

G r e e n P a r t y . I n F r a n c e t h e . f t h e e x t r e m e r i g h t h a d m a d e 

s u b s t a n t i a l g a i n s a t t h e e x p e t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . H e h a d 
b e e n i  n t o u c h w i t h t h e l e a d e r 6*f u r o p e a n D e m o c r a t i c G r o u p 
a b o u t s o m e c l o s e r r e l a t i o n s h i p h a t G r o u p a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n 
D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y i  n t h e n e w E u r o p e ' ' P a ^ i i a m e n t , a s a m e a n s o f 
i n c r e a s i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s a n d r e d ^ i ^  ) t h e i s o l a t i o n o f t h e B r i t i s  h 

m e m b e r s . I n d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s p o i n t l o x W ^ t h a t i  t w a s a l s o i m p o r t a n t 

n o t t o r e d u c e t h e l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e E u ^ f a  n D e m o c r a t i c G r o u p i  n 

S t r a s b o u r g a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t a n d Conservative P a r t y i  n t h e 

U n i t e d K i n g d o m . T h e r e w a s n o q u e s t i o n , h o w e v e r , o f a n y i n t e g r a t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e E u r o p e a n D e m o c r a t i c G r o u p a n d t h e _ C h r i s t i a n D e m o c r a t i c 

P a r t y , o n l y o f s o m e c l o s e r w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p ^ ^  , 


n t  t h e
T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R s a i d t h a t i  t w a s i m p o r t a n t ^ V P ^  f  r e s u l t s 
o f t h e E u r o p e a n P a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n i  n t h e U n i ^ e j d ^ n g d o m a s 
e f f e c t i v e l y a s p o s s i b l e . T h e e l e c t i o n h a d b e e n

 aX^ffj^tox 

a s e a t s w o t 1  .
C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y , b o t h i  n t e r m s o f t h e v o t e s c a s t % ^ \ 
  
l n
T h i s w a s t h e i r f o u r t h P a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n v i c t o r y < ^ ^ ?  w ­

d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e r e w a s n o e v i d e n c e > £ £ t 

r e s u l t s h a d b e e n l e s s s a t i s f a c t o r y i  n L o n d o n t h a n e l s e w h y ^ 

w a s n o b a s i s f o r c l a i m i n g t h a t v o t e r s i n L o n d o n h a d s h o w n N 

f o r t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e G r e a t e r L o n d o n C o u n c i l 
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T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y r e p o r t e d t h a t , a  t t h  e m e e t i n g 

o f t h  e C o u n c i l o  f M i n i s t e r s ( F o r e i g n A f f a i r s ) o n 1 8 - 1 9 J u n e , i  t h a d 

b e e n a g r e e d t h a t b u d g e t d i s c i p l i n e s h o u l d c o n t i n u e  t o b e d e a l t w i t h 

b y t h  e C o u n c i l o  f M i n i s t e r s ( F i n a n c e ) . T h e 1 9 8 A b u d g e t o v e r r u n w o u l d 

n o w a l s o b e e x a m i n e d i  n d e t a i l b y t h  e C o u n c i l o  f M i n i s t e r s ( B u d g e t ) 


n J u l y . I  t w a s p o s s i b l e , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t h e s e p o i n t s w o u l d p r e s e n t 

s d i f f i c u l t  y  i n t h  e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l . O n t h  e c o r r e c t i o n o  f the 


t i n e q u i t y a n d U n i t e d K i n g d o m r e f u n d s t h e r e w a s n o c l e a r 

t i o n o  f t h  e F r e n c h P r e s i d e n t ' s v i e w s . T h e r e h a d b e e n a w i d e 

r a r ^ e  ̂ s f b i l a t e r a  l d i s c u s s i o n s i  n B r u s s e l s o n 1 8 - 1 9 J u n e , i  n w h i c h 
h e h a d / m j a d e c l e a r t h a t t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m w o u l d b e p r e p a r e d  t o m a k e 
a f&aVfc i i  f i  t w o u l d c l i n c h a s e t t l e m e n t . T h e F r e n c h a p p e a r e d 
d i s p o g o i  n t h i s d i r e c t i o n , b u  t o t h e r m e m b e r s t a t e s c o n t i n u e d 
t o b e f e ^ l i t .  I n d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s p o i n t e d o u  t t h a t t h  e p r o s p e c t s 
d i d n o  t e ~ a r v e r y g o o d a n d t h a t i  t w o u l d b e u n w i s e  t o e x p e c t t o  o 
m u c h f r o m e E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l . I  f t h e r e w a s n o a g r e e m e n t , t h e r e w o u l d 
b e s e r i o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s f o  r p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e . E v e n i  f t h e r e w e r e 
a s e t t l e m e n t , t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m ' s n e  t c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o t h  e C o m m u n i t y 
w o u l d r e q u i r e substantial p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e , f r o m w h i c h i  t c o u l d b e 
a r g u e d t h a t t h e ( y n i i e d K i n g d o m g a i n e d n o b e n e f i t . 

T H E M I N I S T E R O F AGRIclrfABjfe. F I S H E R I E S A N D F O O D r e p o r t e d t h a t t h  e 
N e w Z e a l a n d G o v e r t u n e n t ^ W a k e n  . a n i n i t i a t i v  e i  n B r u s s e l s  t o s e t t l e 
t h e o u t s t a n d i n g q u e s t i o n o  j  ̂  e a r r a n g e m e n t s f o  r supplies o  f b u t t e r 
t o t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m . T h ^ e  ̂ Z e a l a n d e r s h a d a c c e p t e d t h  e C o m m i s s i o n s 
p r o p o s a l b u  t w i t h s p e c i f i c ^ W f e U i e  s s e  t o n l y f o  r t h  e n e x t t h r e e 
y e a r s . T h i s h a d b r o k e n t h e <fr£&™ a n d a n a g r e e m e n t w o u l d n o w b e 
r e a c h e d . T h e C o u n c i l O f M i n i ^ e ^ U g r i c u l t u r e  ) o n 1 8 - 1 9 J u n e h a d 
a l s o m a d e u s e f u l p r o g r e s s o n v e V e ^ J %  y m a t t e r s . A g r e e m e n t h a d b e e n 
r e a c h e d o n a n e x t e n d e d r e g u l a t i o r C ' o n ^ p d p r o c e s s i n g a n d m a r k e t i n g , 
o n w h i c h t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m h a d a b & S i r a  i b e c a u s e o  f t h  e f i n a n c i a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s . H e h a d f o u n d i  t n e c e s ^ ^  o m a k e c l e a r t  o o t h e r m e m b e r 

s t a t e s t h a t t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m m u s t tfe^tisf l e  d t h a t t h  e q u o t a / 
s u p e r l e v y s c h e m e f o  r m i l k w a s b e i n g e f f V ^ r v e l  y a p p l i e d i  n o t h e r 

m e m b e r s t a t e s b e f o r e w e w o u l d a c t u a l l y c A a r g e t h  e l e v y m t h  e 

u n i t e d K i n g d o m . I  n d i s c u s s i o n i  t w a s s a  M t h a t , a s t h  e G e r m a n 

G o v e r n m e n t w a s n o w r e q u e s t i n g a g r e e m e n t  t o f u r t h e r a i  d t  o i t  s f a r m e r s , 

t h i s m i g h t b e u s e d  t o t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m ' s n e g o t i a t i n g a d v a n t a g e . 

G e r m a n r e q u e s t , w h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y r e o p e n e d o n e f f i  t 


I h e e l e m e n t s o  f t h  e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r i c e s p a c k a g e , h a d b e e n s t r o n g l y 


s e d b y a n u m b e r 

o f o t h e r m e m b e r s t a t e s a n d h a d b e e n r e f u s e d b y t 
̂ 


i s s i o n . I  t w a s 

a l s o p o i n t e d o u  t t h a t B r i t i s  h d a i r y f a r m e r s c o n t i 


b e v e r y c o n ­
c e r n e d a b o u t t h  e d e t a i l s o f t h  e a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o a p p ­

a n d t h a t 

i  t w o u l d b e v e r y d e s i r a b l e  t o g i v e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i 


t i c u l a r l  y 

a b o u t t h  e h a r d s h i p p r o v i s i o n s , q u i c k l y . I  t w a s i n t e n 


t t h e 

S t a t u t o r y I n s t r u m e n t s h o u l d b e l a i d n e x t w e e k . U n i t e d 


d a i r y 
f a r m e r s w e r e b e g i n n i n g  t o m a k e t h  e n e c e s s a r y a d a p t a t i o n s 

d e l i v e r i e s i  n t h  e U n i t e d K i n g d o m  i n M a y h a d b e e n d o w n 
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T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R T R A N S P O R T s a i d t h a t a n a g r e e m e n t h a d n o w 

b e e n r e a c h e d w i t h t h e D u t c h a u t h o r i t i e s o n l o w e r a i  r f a r e s . T h i s 

c o u l d h a v e s o m e e f f e c t o n t h e r e v e n u e s o  f B r i t i s  h a i r l i n e s b u t i  t 

w a s a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p t o w a r d s a m o r e l i b e r a  l s t r u c t u r e . O n r o a d 

t r a n s p o r t , i  t w a s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a t t h  e G e r m a n s h a d a p p a r e n t l y 


c l u , i£ « f n o w g o n e b a c k o n t h e a g r e e m e n t r e a c h e d  i n a r e c e n t C o u n c i l o f 
l l r>ut e 3 r ^ ^ ^ n i s t e r  s ( T r a n s p o r t ) o n g r e a t e r l i b e r a l i s a t i o n o  f r o a d h a u l a g e . - ' 

i s c u s s i o n t h e a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e D u t c h a u t h o r i t i e s o n a i  r f a r e s 
\>y&/welcomed. 

C a b i n e t ­

4 . T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R E N E R G Y r e p o r t e d  t o t h  e C a b i n e t o n t h  e 

l a t e s t p o s i t i o n i  n t h e c o a l i n d u s t r y d i s p u t e . T h e C a b i n e t d i s c u s s i o n 

i s r e c o r d e d s e p a r £ £ e l y . 
v l n Q  U s t r y 


A S  P u t e 


Sious 
*<srtr 

C a b i n e t O f f i c e 
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CABINET 

LIMITED CIRCULATION ANNEX 

CC(8A) 23rd Conclusions, Minute A 

Thursday 21 June 198A at 9.A5 am 

THE SECRF$A>£>OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that A3 pit  s were working ass* 
normallyT^were on annual holiday, 8 were producing coal but at 

loal lower level  s than normal, and 5 had some miners in attendance but 
too few to allow production. About 30 miners had reported for duty 

P u t e 	 at the Bilsto n Glen col l ier  y in Scotland and coal production had started 
for the f i r s  t t i m ^ i ^ c  e the beginning of the s tr ike  . I  t had not been 
possible to contiWJiModuction because the loca l National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM)h^O)thdrawn safety cover; but the NUM had withdrawn 
safety cover at the\^^<5h several previous occasions only to restore 

: 2 2 n donCT i  t la ter  . Nationally<^lW u S h miners continued to return to work, they W U s i ° n s , 
were doing so only in s^^numbers  . I  t would be helpful i  f one or more 
Pit  s in areas outside No^fi^jgyunshire could resume operations. The 
National Coal Board (NCB) h i ^  n 20 June sent le t ter  s to a l  l miners 
a P P e a l i  n  g to those on s tr i  l eturn to work, and drawing attention 
to the generous nature of I .  , ^ncreas e on offer, the fact that 

Vhere was no immediate prospei  ompulsory redundancies, and the 
ganger that pit  s would be forc= close because of geological factors 
« the strik e continued for much Jrfgffr. A further lette  r would be 
sent by area managers the fol lowingy€e^. . 

After the riotin g ear l ie  r that week •Orgreave coke plant, 
Picketing there was now at a much loweYVS^W : the pickets would 
Probably try to intercept lorrie  s en rb\S6epto and from the plant . By 
the end of the week a l  l stocks of coke at\$he plant would have been 
moved; and i  t would become clea r that the President of the NUM, Mr 


S c a r g i l l  , had faile d in his attempt to block movements. A delegate 
, x i  i 114.0 attempt to D I O  C 

conference of the NUM was due to take place on *d 13 July , 
Before the previous delegate conference Mr Scar lad organised 
extensive picketing and violence. He would be ^ely anxious 
before the conference in July to demonstrate that ithods could 
bring success: so far , he had succeeded' in none ain 
objectives. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the number 
movements by r a i  l during the current week was les s than b 
because of	 the blocking of deliverie s to the stee l works  — v 

and Llanwern. Nevertheless, some 700,000 tonnes of coal wer 
to be moved by r a i  l and other means. Some driver s at the Shir  ̂  
depot in Nottinghamshire continued to refuse to work coal t r a i n  , 
there was also similar trouble at the Coalvi l l  e depot. The b r i t  i 
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Railways Board expected the troubles to become less severe as time 

passed. They were part icularl  y anxious to avoid any provocative 

action now: the Annual Conference of the National Union of Railwaymen 

would take place the following week; i  t would be important to give 


'-the militant s there no excuse for promoting extreme resolutions. 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that the 
S n s i o n of deliveries of coal and coke by r a i  l at Ravenscraig and Llanwern 

S e a t e d some problems. Ravenscraig required the equivalent of^ 
" r a i n loads of coal every day. I  t was easier to arrange_deliveries 

V 3 r five days a week than seven days a week; this required that 
an deliverie s took place they should be equivalent to about 

3ads . The management at Llanwern had made arrangements for 
and coke supplies on to lorrie  s at Port Talbot, but 
* putting them into effect unt i  l after a meeting of t h e 

Lon of Blastfurnacemen which was entitled under an agreement 
with the Brftish Steel Corporation (BSC) to be consulted about 
loading arrangements. The BSC had the previous week produced 
267,000 tonnes of.8-fce.el only 12,000 tonnes less that the level planned 
for that week bef/areHhe s tr ike  . I  t had been made clear to the leaders 
of the Iron and Stt&K&ades Confederation (ISTC) that the management 
would not accept anyTaarJeement between them and the NUM or other 
trades unions involv^ttt^a/cut in steel production. The ISTC had ^ 
continued to r e s i s  t r e ^ u ^ ^ f o  r such an agreement, and had publicly 
stated that interferenc&^S^normal supplies of coal and coke had been 
responsible for the breal&oViy'kf a furnace at the Scunthorpe steek works. 

I n d i s c u s s i o n , t h e f o l l o w i n ; joints were made ­

a. I  f production was re^u^e^ and maintained at Bilsto n Glen 
co l l ier  y i  t would have p s y c W f c ^ a  l significance out of a l  l 
proportion to the amount of c^l tooduced : i  t would be the 
f i r s  t pi  t in the notoriously mi^m Scottish coalfield to return 
to work. There were good prospec^^for this happening: indeed, 
at the outset of the strike the m ^ J  v the pi  t had voted in 
favour of working. I  t was l i k e l y . t$£/Sher e would be serious 
intimidation of those who showed the^elves wi l l in  g to return to 
work. The Chief Constable of the areV was full  y aware of the need 
to take every precaution against th is  . 

b. Three pit  s were nearly at the point a, ch they would have 
to be closed because of deterioration resu l pm the s t r i k e  , 
The NCB would not announce that a pit in this I tion would be 
closed unt i  l the need for closure was beyond qV Such an 
announcement could be expected to have considers© act in the 
mining communities, who were already aware, in ge erms of 
the r i s  k of deterioration of p i t s  . 
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c . I  t w o u l d b e a d v a n t a g e o u s i  f t h  e N C B a d v e r t i s e d i  n t h e 

n a t i o n a l a s w e l l a s t h e l o c a l m e d i a t  o e x p l a i n t h e i r c a s e . T h e r e 

w a s s  t  i  l  l s u r p r i s i n g l y w i d e s p r e a d l a c k o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

i s s u e s . 


T h e C a b i n e t 


o o k n o t e . 
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